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SKETCHES OF THE LIFE AND CHAR- 
ACTER OF PROFESSOR TAPPAN. 
{Continued from page 51. ] 

In June, 1792, the corporation 
and overfeers of Harvard Univer- 
fity harmonioufly invited doctor 
‘Tappan to the office of Profetfor 
of Divinity. This profeilorthip 
was founded by Mr. Hollis, mer- 
chant, of London, A. D. 1722. 
In 1747, an addition was made 
to the fund for fupporting the 
Hollis Profeffor of Divinity, by a 
legacy of Daniel Henchman, Efq. 
of Boiton. The election of doc- 
tor Tappan evidently accorded 
with the defign of the generous 
donors. His character was pub- 
lickly acknowledged to be fuch, 
as their ftatutes required. He 
was a well known friend and ad- 
vocate of thofe evangelical doc- 
trines, which conftituted the faith 
of our excellent forefathers, and 
have been received, as the truths 
of God, by reformed churches in 
general. His learning, his piety, 
and his aptnefs to teach abundant- 
ly juttified his appointment to 
that important ftation. To dif- 
cufs the motives, which induced 
him to accept the appointment, is 
deemed quite unneceflary. It is 
nothing unufual for a good man 
of diftinguithed talents to rife, in 
obedience to the call of Provi- 
dence, to a more elevated {phere 
of action, than that which he firft 
occupied. 
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But doctor Tappan’s 


attachment to his people was fo 
ftrong, and he elteemed his rela- 
tion to them fo intimate and facred, 
that he did not determine upon a 
feparation, without long and feri- 
ous reflection, and fuch advice, as 
deferved his confidence. ‘The 
queition was finally fubmitted to 
a very refpectable ecclefiattical 
council, of which the late Lieut. 
Governor Puittips was a very 
active member. The council u- 
nanimoufly voted, that duty and 
the general intereft of religion re- 
quired his removal. On the 26th 
ot December, 1792, he was inau- 
gurated, as Holiis Profeifor of 
Divinity in Harvard College. 

To tay that he was very ufeful 
in that office would be only repext- 
ing the common obie:vation. But 
an attempt to fhow, in what his 
ufefulnefs contitted, and by what 
means it was promoted, may not 
be wholly unintereiting. 

When he was introduced into 
the Profeffor’s office, the religious 
character of the univerfity was 
uncommonly diffolute. For fome 
time the ftudents had received no 
regular initruction in theology. 
Books, containing the poifon of 
deitm, were eagerly read, and the 
minds of many were corrupted. 
The tide of fafhionable opinion 
began to run in the channel of in- 
fidelity. Few dared to be ferious 
advocates for the caufe of chrif- 
tian truth. ‘The great object of 
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the pious founders of the —— 
was forgotten. The glory of the 
gofpel was neglected, or treated 
with profane ridicule. The fab- 
bath was generally devoted to 
{cience, to vanity, or to indolence. 
Immorality and diforder, in vari- 
ous fhapes, had become prevalent, 
and mocked the power of perfua- 
fion and the arm of authority. 
Such was the moral and religious 
Rate of the univerfity, when doc- 
tor Tappan entered on the duties 
of his office. The great object, 
which he purfued in his publick 
and private lectures, was to defend 
the principles of natural and re- 
vealed religion, and to lead the 
Rtudents to the knowledge of their 
Maker and Redeemer. He uni- 
formly appeared to be deeply con- 
cerned for the religious intereits 
of the univerfity. His whole off- 
cial conduct was caleulated to con- 
ciliate affeétion, to excite ferious 
regard to religious truth, and to 
imprefs the importance of religious 
duty. He had a juft conception 
of the movements of the juvenile 
mind. Notexpecting youth to over- 
look their pleafure in their love of 
improvement, he aimed, in his pub- 
lick letures, to unite entertainment 
with information. Hehappily com- 
bined brevity with fulnefs, and an- 
imation with exactnefs. Hewasdi- 
dactick, yet perfuafive ; profound, 
and yet pathetick. It was impof- 
lible for. younz men of liberal 
minds to hear his publick le@tures 
with the well adapred and fervent 
prayers, which introduced. and 
followed them, without a convic- 
tion, that religious truth could be 
vindicated by argument, and that 
chriftian piety ennobled the foul 
and yielded the belt enjoyments. 
So fingular was the aflemblage of 
excellent qualities, which appear- 
ed in his publick performances at 
the univerfity, that the niceft crit- 
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icifm could difcover nothing inel- 
egant in the ftyle ; the molt met- 
aphyfical mind could point out 
nothing unfair or inconclufive in 
the argument ; the warmelt pie- 
ty was fenfible of nothing inde- 
vout ; and the coldeit philofophy 
could bring no charge of weak- 
nefs or enthufiafm. 

It muft not be omitted, that 
doctor Tappan’s evangelical fen- 
timents and puritan morals were 
dire@ly conducive to his religious 
influence. How oppolite foever 
the gofpel of Chrift is to the nat- 
ural tafte of men ; it is a truth, 
confirmed by fcripture and expe- 
rience, that a ftrit adherence to 
gofpel doctrines and precepts will 
render a chriltian teacher the moft 
re{pectable in the view of man- 
kind at large, and give him the 
greate{t moral influence over their 
minds. ‘The remark has been 
frequently made by the moft en- 
lightened and judicious men in 
the commonwealth, that, m point 
of fentiment and manners, do¢tor 
Tappan was that, which the in- 
tere(t of the univerfity required. 
Now it is well known, that his 
views of the moft important fub- 
jects, fuch as Chrilt’s character 
and atonement, God’s eternal 
fcheme and all-directing _provi- 
dence, depravity and regenera. 
tion, the diltinguifhing nature of 
religion, and future retribution, 
were conformed to the views, 
which the founders of the college 
and the fathers of New England 
entertained. ‘They were fuch, as 
are exhibited in the renowned AIf- 
fembly’s Catechifm, which, for 
the fake of diftinétion,. has been 
generally called the orthodox or 
calviniftick fcheme. Such a-the- 
ological character in the Profedfor 
was fitted to produce the belt ef- 
fe&ts on the moral and religious 
{tate of the inftitution. Had the 
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ftudents, fo generally unfettled in 
their religious principles, difcov- 
ered in him, who was feated in 
the divinity chair, a laxnefs of 
fentiment, and a freedom of man- 
ners, which did not forbid diflipa- 
tion ; how injurious would have 
been the effect ? It is eafy to con- 
ceive that iuch a character, in- 
ftead of checking, would have in- 
creafed exifting evils. It would 
have ftill more unhinged the re- 
ligious principles of the ftudents. 
It would have annihilated in their 
view the importance of chriltian 
truth, and confounded the differ- 
ence between religion and impie- 
ty. Hada Profeiffor been intro- 
duced, bearing the ftamp of mod- 
ern liberality, it would have alien- 
ated from our univerfity the af- 
fection of a great part of the cler- 
gy and people of New England, 
and the confidence of our moit re- 
{pectable and exemplary churches. 
Serious, promifing young men, 
feeking an education with a view 
to the gofpel miniftry, would have 
frequently, if not generally, pre- 
ferred fome other college, more 
favourable to their ultimate ob- 
ject. Thefe, and other evils, fo 
earneftly deprecated by every 
friend of the univerfity and the 
chriftian caufe, were in a good 
mea{ure prevented by the influence 
of doétor Tappan. Among the 
ftudents infidelity was gradually 
confounded, profanity and diffipa- 
tion were awed and reltrained, 
open irreligion was put to fhame, 
and the fcience of God was ftudi- 
ed with more ferioufnefs and de- 
light. In the courfe of a few 
years the triumphant air of infi- 
delity difappeared, and it became 
cultomary in all publick perform- 
ances, to {peak of chriftianity in 
terms of refpect and veneration. 
Chriftian parents, feeling confi- 
dence in the Univerfity, commit- 


ted their fons to its care with fat- 
isfaction. The religious publick 
extenfively manifefted a growing 
attachment to that moft important 
literary inftitution, and cherifhed 
the pleafing hope, that the. youth, 
educated there, would not only be 
inftruéed in human fcience, but 
guarded againft irreligious opin- 
ions, and initiated into the true 
principles of the oracles of God. 

The high efteem and ardent 
love, which he commanded, added 
much to his falutary influence on 
the internal ftate of the univerfity. 
So much of the father appeared in 
him, and fo remarkably inoffen- 
five was he in all his intercourfe 
with the members of college, that 
a ftigma would have been fixed 
upon any one, who fhould have 
reproached him. °To reproach 
him would have been a rude af- 
fault upon that facred affection, 
with which he was cherifhed and 
honoured at the univerfity. 

It is with regret, that any cir- 
cumftance is mentioned, which 
leflened his ufefulnefs. But the 
reader mult not expect to fee in 
thefe pages the portrait of a man, 
free from imperfection. For the 
writer to draw fuch a portrait, 
even in the prefent cafe, would 
not be confiftent with integrity. 
And for any to fuppofe that the 
caufe of God would be ferved by 
the fuppreffion of truth would not 
favour of wifdom. 

_It was an order of Mr. Hollis, 
whofe generofity founded the pro- 
feflorfhip, and who had an un- 
queftionable right to prefcribe its 
duties, “ That the Prefeffor fet a- 
part two or three hours one after- 
noon in the week, to anfwer fuch 
queltions of the ftudents, who fhall 
apply to him, as refer to the fyf- 
tem or controverfies of religion, 
or cafes of confcience, or the feem- 
ing contradictions in {cripture.”’ 


A a I 
































— SS eee eee 


——— oS 
































140 Sketches of the Life and Character of Professor Tappan. (Sept. 


The great utility of fuch a prac- 
tice would thow the wifdom of 
the appointment. It would ex- 
cite attention in the ftudents, and 
enzage them to afliduicy in their 
inquiries after divine truth. It 
wouid form in them habits of free 
converiation, and of profound, 
connected reafoning on the motft 
important fubjects. Such an op- 
portunity, modeftly and diligent- 
ly employed, would introduce 
them to fome parts of knowledge, 
to which they can have accefs in 
no other way, and furnith them 
with fome qualifications for the 
miniitry better, than any other 
mode of initruction. It would 
lead them to that candid and thor- 
ough inveltigation of every fub- 
ject, which is neceffary to the fuil 
difcovery of truth, and to the ex- 
pofure and confufion of errour. In 
this way the Profeffor would ob- 
tain a clear infight into the relig- 
ious as well, as the intellectual 
ftate of the thudents, and thus be 
under advantages to give them the 
molt uietul initruction and advice. 
For what reafon the judicious or- 
der of Mr. Hollis, abovemention- 
ed, was difregarded during doctor 
Tappan’s protefforfhip, we know 
not. It admits no deubt, that a 
divine, poiiefling his extenfive ac- 
quaintance with theological fub- 
jects, his readinefs of conception 
and _utterance, his candid judg- 
ment and condefcending difpott- 
tion, miyht in that way h: ave con- 
tribu'ed exceedingly to the im- 
provement of the ftudents, and 
ultimately to the edification of 
our churches. 

A Profeifor of his abilities and 
popularity had advantages to be, 
in many refpeéts, peculiarly ufeful 
to tindents in divinity. it be- 
longed to his office to direét their 
ftucies, and aid their preparation 
for the miniliry. It is not to be 


expected, that young men, who 
contemplate that profeffion, will 
readily obtain a due comprehen- 
fion of its facred nature and vaft 
importance. It is not reafonable 
to expect, that they will fufficient- 
ly confider the indefcribable ad- 
vantage of method in their ftu- 
dies, or be able, without affiltance, 
to adopt the method, which expe- 
rience has proved to be the bett. 
Through inattention to the nature 
and importance of the miniftry, 
and to the proper method of ftu- 
dy, many have precipitately en- 
tered upon it withouc the moral, 
or without the literary and theo- 
logical qualifications, which are 
requifite. They who ought to 
magnify the facred office, fre- 
quently fhow by their practice, 
that they judge it the meaneft of 
all proteffions. A long courfe of 
fiudy, and much exaétnefs and 
readinefs are deemed neceflary to 
the profeffions of law and phyfick. 
Nay, “every mechanical art re- 
quires a courfe of many years, be- 
fore one can be matter in it.” 
But the nobleft and moft impor- 
tant of all profeffions, that which 
comes from heaven, and leads 
thither again, that which is em- 
ployed in the fublimeit exercifes, 
and is molt highly honoured by 
God, is efteemed fo low a thing 
in the eyes of many, that they 


think they can reach it with much ~ 


leis previous ftudy and. prepara- 
tion, than are neceffary for the 
molt fordid of all trades.* Even 
they, who have time and inclina- 
tion for preparatory fludies, have 
often made fuch an irjudicious 
choice of books, have obferved fo 
little order in their ftudies, have 
been fo fuperfictal in their inquir- 
ies, and fo partial in their invefti- 


gations, that their time has been 


* See Burnet’s Paftorg! Care, chap. 8. 
‘ 
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in a meafure loft, and their hopes 
of ufefulnefsin the miniftry great- 
ly difappointed. ‘This is an evil 
fo frequent, and of fuch extenfive 
influence, that it calls for the at- 
tention of every man, who hasany 
concern in training up young men 
for the miniltry. And it ts coi- 
ceived, that no man could do fo 
much towards curing this exten- 
five evil, as a learned and pious 
Profeflor of Divinity. Conne¢t- 
ed for feveral years with youth, 
when their minds are molt pliable, 
their temper moft ingenuous, and 
their curiofity moft eafily excited, 
he might, through divine favour, 
lead them to confider the weight 
of the gofpel miniftry, and the ne- 
ceffary qualifications. He might 
do much to prevent them from 
rafhiy affuming an office, for 
which they have no adequate fit- 
nefs. He might direct and aid 
their inquiries after theological 
knowledge, and help to fiil the 
go{fpel vineyard with workmen, 
who need not to be afhamed.* 
The late amiable Profeflor was 
not infenfible of the evil above de- 
icribed, nor wholly inattentive to 
the means of removing it. But 
it admits a query, whether he uf- 
ed, for that purpofe, ali the influ- 
ence, which might have been de- 
rived from his office, his talents, 
and the high place he poffeffed in 
the affection of miniiters and (u- 
dents. In fome other ways, the 
energy of his character was exhib- 
ited to much greater advantage. 

His ufefulnefs to the caufe of 


““The greateft good that any one 
can hope to do in this world, is upon 
young perfons, who have not yet taken 
their ply, and are not fpoi ed with prej- 
udices, and wrong notions. If mat- 
ters that are emifs can be mended or 
fet rigit, it mult be by giving thofe, 
that have not yet fet out, and are not 
yet engaged, truer views and jufter ide- 
as of things.” Burnet. 


divine truth, it is thought, might, 
in fome inftances, have been pro- 
moted by a higher degree of refo- 
lution, and by meafures more de- 
cifive. Itis doubted, whether he 
uniformly fhowed in what high ef- 
timation he held the diftinguifhing 
doétrines of the gofpel. ‘The fen- 
fibilities of his nature made him 
very reluctant to adopt a meafure, 
or fuggeft an opinion, which did 
not meet the approbation of oth- 
ers. And, if he ever gave occa- 
fion to fay, that he did not exprefs 
the truths, which he embraced, 
with fufficient perfpicuity and ful- 
nefs; if he ever left room to quef- 
tion, what his fentiments, on any 
important fubjeéts were ; if, in 
fome inftances, he was too careful 
to accommodate himfelf to opin- 
ions, which he difapproved, and 
to prejudices, which he believed 
pernicious; it was no greater 
failing, than has, alas, been found 
in the belt of mortals. 

During his profeflorfhip he was 
frequently invited to preach in the 
neighbouring focieties, and fome- 
times in diltant places. Wherev- 
er he preached, he was remarka- 
bly popular. There was not 
wanting in his performances 
fomething to command the re- 
{pect of the immoral, to pleafe the 
talte of the polifhed, and to re- 
frefh the. fouls of the pious. He 
willingly laboured in the miniftry, 
even above his flrength. It was 
his higheft wifh to ferve God in 
the kingdom of his Son. He 
gladly embraced every opportuni- 
ty to preach the unfearchable 
riches of Chrift, and to f{pread the 
favour of pure religion. He was 
indeed a burning and {fhining 
light. 

But that fhining light is extin- 
guifhed. Whenhis amiable char- 
acter had become generally 
known ; when his profpect of ufe- 
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fulnefs was growing brighter ; 
when the fphere of his influence 
was extending, and the energies 
of his mind and heart were molt 
con{tantly and moft intenfely ex- 
erted ; his profpeét was fuddenly 
overfpread with clouds, and his 
ufeful life clofed. When minif- 
ters are the belt qualified to do 
good in the world; then are they 
often moft ripe for the kingdom of 
heaven. ‘To replenifh the heav- 
enly manfions, the excellent ones 
of the earth are taken away. 

Let us then turn afide, and be- 
hold that fcene, where the good 
man’s character istried. Though 
doctor Tapran’s ficknefs wasfhort ; 
it was long enough to difplay his 
humility and faith, to confirm the 
truths he had preached, and to 
glorify the Saviour, in whom he 
had believed. The notice of ap- 
proaching diffolution, though ve- 
ry fudden, did not difcompofe 
him. With many expreffions of 
humility and felfabafement inter- 
mingled, he declared his hope in 
the infinite mercy of God through 
the atonement of Chrift. At the 
beginning of his ficknefs, his fpir- 
itual profpeét was clouded. He 
had fuch a fenfe of the evil of fin, 
and of his own ill defert, that noth- 
ing could afferd him the leatt 
hope of eternal life, but the ali-fuf- 
ficient grace of the Redeemer. In 
that he found reit to his foul. 
After fuch folemn and prayerful 
examination of himfelf, as becom- 
eth a man haftening to the bar of 
eternal juftice, he found reafon to 
hope, that he was the fubject of 
faving religion. At the latt, 
though he fhowed in a remarka- 
ble degree, the fpirit of a penitent, 
he had ftrong confolation. 

A full account of his dying ex- 
ercifes will not be attempted. 
But there are a few particulars, 
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too ftriking to be concealed, 
When his wife, with unutterable 
tendernefs, exprefled fome of the 
feelings, which were excited by 
the thought of parting with him, 
he faid; “ If God is glorified, lam 
made for ever. Can’t you lay hold 
of that ? Can’t you lay hold of 
that ?” To his fons he expreffed 
his forrowful apprehenfion of the 
religious ftate of the college. On 
being told, that the ftudents were 
more attentive, than they had 
been, to the bible, he replied; 
“ Well, the bibe ever has been, and 
ever will be the befi guide for young 
men.’ He charged his children 
to be very attentive to their mo- 
ther, adding ; * It is in the pow. 
er of children to plant a thoufand 
daggers in the hearts of their pa- 
rents.”” In the fame interview, 
he faid; “I charge you to love 
God fupremely, and to love your 
neighbour, as yourfelves. For 
without thefe, there is no true re- 
ligion.” 

Doétor Tappan’s death was no 
common calamity. To the fur- 
viving partner and children, and 
the other near connections, no 
tongue can defcribe the greatnefs 
of the affliction. Youthful ge- 
nius and virtue meurned the de- 
ceafe of a friend and patron. 
The church and nation loft one 
who had fought and prayed for 
their welfare. The univerfity 
felt, that one of her pillars was 
fallen. Religion herielf wept o- 
ver the tomb of Tappan, who had 
pleaded her caufe, lived for her 
honour, and rejoiced in the hope 
of her approaching triumph. It 
is rarely the cafe, that the death 
of any man is fo extenfively felt, 
fo generally noticed, and fo ten- 
derly lamented. 


(To be continued ) 
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From the Christian Observer. 
LIFE OF ST. IRENZEUS. 
{Continued from page 96 ] 

Tue venerable Puthinus hav- 
ing fallen a victim to the rage of 
his enemies, Irenzus, as was ftat- 
ed in the laft number, fucceeded 
to the epifcopal charge of the 
church at Lyons. ‘This event 
took place about the year of our 
Lord 179,* while the perfecution, 
which had commenced under 
Marcus Aurelius Antoninus, {till 
proceeded with undiminithed vio- 
lence. The patience, meeknels, 
and fortitude, difplayed by Irenzus 
at this trying juncture, prove him 
to have been eminently qualified 
for the {tation which he was call- 
edto fill It pleafed God, how- 
ever, foon after his appoint- 
ment, to grant to the afflicted 
church a confiderabie interval of 
repofe. In the year 180, Marcus 
Aurelius dying was fucceeded 
by hts fon Commodus, who, 
though one of the molt profligate 
charaéters that ever lived, revived 
thofe merciful ediéts of his grand- 
father, by which the party accuf- 
ed of chriftianity was ordered to 
be acquitted, and the accufer 
made obnoxious to punifhment. 
To this humane conduét Commo- 
dus is faid to have been determin- 
ed by the influence of a woman 
named Marcia, one of the part- 
ners in his guilty pleafures, who 
had been led by fome unknown 
circumftance to entertain a par- 
ticular partiality for the chriftian 
name. We have, in this inftance, 
a firiking exemplification of the 
providential power and goodnefs 
of God. ‘ He maketh foolith 
the wifdom of this world.” He 


* It may be proper to obferve, that 
Mr. Milner, places this event in the 
year 169: but Baronius, and the learn- 
ed Cave in his chronological table, af- 
fign to it the date mentioned abeve. 


fhews us, in the cafe of Antoninus, 
how little the utmoft extent of 
worldly wifdom can accomplifh in 
rectifying the heart. He over- 
rules alfo the wickednefs of the 
wicked, to the accomplithment of 
his own gracious purpofes. 
Even the vicious purfuits of Com- 
modus are made the means of {e- 
curing the peace of the church : 
and while the grave, the deco- 
rous, the philofophical, and, in 
fome fenle, the beneficent, Anto- 
ninus, continues through life one 
of her molt inveterate enemies ; 
his icentious and abandoned fon 
ftems the tide of perfecution, and 
employs his power in her protec- 
tion. This remarkable fad, 
may, perhaps, ferve to illuftrate 
that pafflage of {cripture, in which 
the publicans and harlots are rep- 
refented as more acceilible to the 
force of truth, than the arrogant 
and felfsufficient Pharifees, the 
Antonini of Judea. Inflated 
with pride, and with a conceit of 
their own fuperior fanétity ; fins 
peculiarly offenfive to God, inas- 
much as they have a ftronger ten- 
dency than perhaps any other to 


lead men to count the blood of the 


covenant a thing of no value, and te 


do defpite unto the fpirit of grace: 


thefe men not only contemned the ° 


humbling doétrines of the gofpel, 
but hated them: and they tefti- 
fied that hatred by perfecuting t& 
death the Lord of glory, as the 
Roman emperour afterward did 
his faithful followers. The fame 
fpirit feems to have actuated both. 

The external peace, which was 
thus unexpectedly granted to the 
chriftians, continued with fcarcely 
any intermiffion till the ninth 
year of the reign of Severus, in 
the year of our Lord 202. We 
are not, however, to fuppofe from 
this circumftance that, in the dii- 


charge of his epifcopal funétions, 














» TI ey ee oe 














* 
eee 




















144 The Life of St. Irinaus. [ Sepr, 


Ireneus had no difficulties to con- 
tend with. On the contrary, the 
dangers which threatened to un- 
dermine the church from within, 
were f{carcely lefs formidable, than 
thofe which had affaulted her 
from without. Herelies of vari- 
ous defcriptions, and of the moit 
peitilent kind, had early begun to 
disfigure the fair proportfons of 
the chriftian church ; and in the 
time of Irenzus, foftered perhaps 
by the tranquillity that prevailed, 
they had reached a height which 
excited the fears of the faithful 
for her fafety. Irenzus perceiv- 
ed that little would be gained to 
the church by immunity from ex- 
ternal violence, if fhe fhould be 
etrayed by her own fons. He 
therefore applied himielf, with 
zeal and afliduity, to defeat the 
machinations of her internal ene- 
mies, employing the utmolt cir- 
cumipection and vigilance in de- 
tecting their deligns and confut- 
ing their errours, till their folly 
and wickednefls were made fully 
manifelt. To the unwearied ex- 
ertions of this holy man, in expol- 
ing the complicated abfurdity and 
blafphemy of the different fyitems 
by which hereticks and fchifmat- 
icks attempted to dilturb the unity 
of the church, it may doubtlefs in 
part be afcribed, under God, that 
none of thofe fyftems, though 
fome of them were afterward re- 
vived with various modifications, 
obtained at that time a perma- 
nent footing, but either eatirely 
difappeared, or gave place to oth- 
er forms of erroneous doétrine. 
The herefies which have arifen 
in the chriltian church, and the 
various fects to which thefe have 
given birth, have, in every age, 
furnifhed the carelefs with an ex- 
cufe for their indifference, and 
infidels with a fruitful topick of 
declamation or ridicule. The 





fences come ; 


unreafonablenefs of the argu. 
ments which fuch perfons em. 
ploy would be very evident, if 
we were only to confider, that the 
multiplication and diverfity of er. 
rour, initead of detracting from 
the importance of truth, ought 
rather to enhance its value, and 
to excite them to diligence in its 
purfuit, and to care and candour 
in its inveltigation. But_a blind. 
ed aad deceived heart turns men 
alide ; otherwife they would dif. 
cover, in the very fact which 
arms them again{t the belief or 
the influence of chriitianity, a fat. 
isfactory confirmation of its divine 
original. ** It mult needs be,” 
faid our blefled Lord, * that of 
”* evidently mean. 
ing thereby thofe impediments 
which are thrown in the way of 
men’s falvation, either by the doc- 
_ errours, or the unholy lives, 

f his profeiled followers. And 
with this faying of our Lord, the 
declaration of St. Paul perfectly 
harmonizes, ‘* For there mult be 
alfo herefies (or, as it is in the 
margin, fects) among you, that 
they which are approved may be 
made manifef{t among you.”’t 


The prediction of St. Peter is ftill 


more explicit and particular. 
‘«¢ But there were falfe prophets al- 
fo among the people, even as there 
fhall be falfe teachers among you, 
who privily fhall bring in damna- 
ble herefies, even denying the 
Lord that bought them,{ and 

* Matt. xviii. 7. 

+ 1 Cor. xi. 19. See alfo 1 Tim. iv. 1. 
and 2 Tim iii.1—g. A comparifon of 
this laft paffage, particularly verfe the 
fixch with the ninth chapter of the Firft 
Book of the Treatife of Irenzus againft 
herefies, w'll furaifh the reader witha 
ftriking inftance of the literal fulfilment 

of St. Paui’s predictions on this fubject. 

t This expreffionis peculiarly defcrip- 
tive of fore of the herefies which pre- 
vailed in the time of Irenzus, as well as 











1805.] ) The Life of St. Irenaeus. 145 


bring upon themfelves fwift de- 
ftruétion. And many fhall follow 
their pernicious ways, by rea- 
fon of whom the way of truth 
fhall be evil fpoken of.’* But 
while fuch paflages fufficiently 
eftablifh the perverfenefs of thofe, 
who would derive, from the di- 
vifions fubfifting in the chriftian 
church, an argument againft the 
truth of chriftianity ; they no lefs 
clearly point out the criminality, 
which attaches to the authors of 
fuch divifions. May this confid- 
eration have its due weight, and 
may all, who call themfelves by 


_ the name of Chrift feel, more 


powerfully than ever, the obliga- 
tion under which they are laid to 
“hold the faith,” as our excel- 
lent liturgy expreffes it, “ in uni- 
ty of fpirit, in the bond of peace, 
and in righteoufnelfs of life.” 

The length of this digreffion 
will, it is hoped, be pardoned, on 
account of the importance of the 
difcuflion which it involves, and 
which feemed to arife naturally 
out of the narration. It is time 
that we fhould now advert to the 
means, which Ireneus employed 
to oppofe the prevailing herefies. 
He is faid to have convened a 
provincial fynod at Lyons, for 
the purpofe- of authoritatively 
condemning them ; but the truth 
of this ftatement, though highly 
probable in itfelf, refts on too 
flight evidence to be admitted. 
Abundant teftimony, however, re- 
mains of the zeal with which he 
laboured, both by word and writ- 
ing, to preferve the purity of 
chrittian doétrine from the influx 
of herefy and fchifm. Thefe 
evils had made their way into his 
neighbourhood and infected even 


of fome which have corrupted the faith 
of Chriftin more modern times. 


* 2 Peter ii. 1, 2. 
Vou. I. No. 4. U 


his own flock. The opportunity, 
which he thus enjoyed of con- 
yerfing with the leaders of differ- 
ent fects, of perufing their works, 
and of carefully examining ‘fuch 
individualsas having been feduced 
by them from the faith were af- 
terward brought back to the bof- 
om of the church, enabled him to 
acquire a minute acquaintance 
with the precife nature and effects 


of the prevailing corruptions, and . 


qualified him for the talk, which 
he was induced to undertake of 
writing a treatife againift herefies. 
This elaborate work, the only 
work of Irenzus, which is now ex- 
tant, fufficiently proves him to 
have been a diligent inquirer, and 
an acute reafoner, as well asa 
faithful fervant of Chrift, and a 
zealous defender of evangelical 
truth. It was written between 
the years 180 and 192. 

The herefies, which Irenzus 
chiefly oppofes in this volume are 
thofe of Valentinus, Bafilides, 
Marcion, the Gnofticks, &c. In 
reading it, one is almoft tempted 
to regret, that he fhould have be- 
ftowed fo much time and labour 
on the expofure and confutation 
of opinions, thofe particularly re- 
{pecting the nature of God and the 
perfon of Chrift, fo abfurd and 
monitrous, that they feem to re- 
quire only to be ftated, in order 
to their being rejected, as utterly 
irreconcilable to reafon and fcrip- 
ture. We are very incompetent 
judges, however, of the effect, 
which even fuch extravagant no- 


tions, as werethen induitrioufly | 


propagated, were calculated to 
produce, on minds prepared for 
their reception by the debafing 
fuperftition of pagan wortfhip, 
and the wild reveries of pagan 
mythology. Nor do we perhaps, 
in eftimating the value of Irene- 
us’s labours, fufficiently appre- 
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ciate the advantages, which we 
enjoy, in this age and nation, from 
the diffufion of true fcience, and 
the general circulation of the Ho- 
ly Scriptures. Such, it mutt alfo 
be admitted, is the vitiating influ- 
ence of falfe and corrupt princi- 
ples, that, unlefs the impediments, 
which they prefent to the recep- 
tion of the truth are removed, lit- 
tle or no hope can be entertained 
of progrefs in the divime life. 
However unpleafant, therefore, 
may be the tafk of purfuing er- 
rour through all its windings, yet, 
when that tafk is performed in a 
chriftian fpirit, it ts unqueltiona- 
bly a moft important labour of 
love. The volumes, which were 
written twoor three centuries a- 
go, to refute the doétrine of indul- 
gencies, tranfubftantiation, and 
the other abfurdities of popery, 
now lie neglected on our fhelves 
and interelt us as little as fome of 
the difcuffions of Irenzus. But 
it mult be acknowledged at the 
fame time, that they ferved a 
mott valuable though a tempora- 
ry purpofe, and that they con- 
duced, in no {mall degree, to the 
purity, which diftinguifhes the 
doétrinal articles of the church of 
England. 

In the year 196, Victor, Bifhop 
of Rome, whe had fucceeded 
Eleutherius about four years be- 
fore, and who was remarkable 
for his temerity and violence, re- 
vived the controverfy refpecting 
the celebration of Eafter, and en- 
deavoured, in a very imperious 
manner, to impofe on the church- 
es of Leffler Afia, the cultom of 
keeping it on the next Lord’s day 
after the Jewifh paflover, al- 
though thefe churches had uni- 
formly, though: almoft exclutive- 
ly maintained that it ought to be 
obferved on the fourteenth day of 
the moon, whatever that day 


might happen to be. The Afiat. 
ick bifhops refufed to fubmit to 
this impofition; on which Viéor, 
with as much arrogance as has 
fince been manifefted by any of 
his fucceffors in the fee of Rome, 
attempted to cut them off from 
the communion of the church, 
and circulated letters, in which 
he pronounced all, who adhered 
to their errour to be excommuni- 
cated. ‘The eaftern churches 
were little moved, however, by 
the threatenings of Victor, and 
they firmly but temperately julti- 
fied their condutt, alleging that 
they ought to obey God rather 
than man. Even thofe bifhops, 
who agreed with Victor on the 
point at iflue difapproved of his 
rathnefs; and, anxious to pre- 
ferve the peace and unity of the 
church, they affembled in differ- 
ent places and wrote to Vitor, 
ttrongly cenfuring his condué, 
and exhorting him to purfue a 
more moderate and conciliatory 
courfe. Among the reft, Ireneus 
wrote a letter in the name of his 
Gallick brethren over whom he 
prefided, in which, though he ac- 
knowledges that the myftery of 
our Lord’s refurrection ought to 
be obferved only on Sunday, 
he yet ftrongly advifes Viétor 
not to excommunicate whole 
churches for obferving an ancient 
cultom, which had come to them 
by tradition. ‘The great diverii- 
ty, which exifted in the manner of 
keeping the falt before Eafter, 
he argues, had not been permitted 
to difturb the peace of the church ; 
neither had the difference refpedct- 
ing Kalter itfelf tended to prevent 
thofe of one party from freely 
communicating with thofe of the 
other. In proof of this itatement 
he adduces the example of Am- 
cetus, the Bifhop of Rome, who 
allowed Polycarp, while on a vif- 
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it to that city, though differing 
from him on this point, to confe- 
crate the facrament in his own 
church.* Ireneus, adds Eufebi- 
us, being truly anfwerable to his 
name, thus became a peacema- 
ker, labouring to affert and 
maintain the unity of the church. 
And it appears, from the fame 
authority, that he wrote not only 
to Victor, but to feveral other 
bifhops, in the hope of allaying 
the controverfy, which had been 
thus unhappily raifed. When 
the undue importance attached to 
this ceremonial obfervarice is con- 
fidered, we are led to fufpect that 
the power of vital chriftianity muft, 
at this period, have greatly declin- 
ed: a fufpicion, which gathers 
trength from other circumftances. 

The external tranquillity which 
the church had for twenty two 
years enjoyed was at length inter- 
rupted. The emperour Severus, 
who had hitherto ated with great 
lenity toward the chriftians, be- 
gan, in the year 202, a moklt furi- 
ous perfecution againft them. It 
was at Alexandria that the ftorm 
fell with the greateft weight ; but 
it was feverely felt in other parts 
of the empire, and particularly, if 
we may believe Gregory of 
Tours, at Lyons, to which place 
the attention of the emperour was 
the more likely to be drawn, as 
he had probably been governour 
of that province during the perfe- 
cution, which raged in the time of 
Marcus Aurelius. The only ac- 
count we have of the tranfaétions, 
which took place at Lyons, in the 
courle of this new perfecution, is 
given by the author juft mention- 
ed ; and, as it is not contradicted 
by any more ancient writers, it 
may be regarded as in the main 
authentick. He ftates that Ire- 
nexus having undergone feveral 


See Chrift. Obferver for 1804, p. 522. 
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courfes of preparatory torture 
was at length put to death, and 
with him a vaft number of his 
flock. His body was obtained 
by Zacharias his prefbyter, and 
buried in a vault between two 
chriftians, who had fuffered mar- 
tyrdom on a former occafion. 
Thus died Ireneus according 
to fome, in the year 202, accord- 
ing to others, in the year 208 ; 2 
man eminently diftinguifhed by 
his love to God, and by his folici- 
tude for the falvation of his fel- 
low men. In the profecution of 
this objeé& he made light of dan- 
gers and difficulties, and was 
neither moved by the fury of pa- 
gan perfecutors, nor by the malig- 
nant oppotition of falfe brethren. 
Though accuftomed in his youth 
to the polifhed manners and luxu- 
rious foftneffes of an A fiatick life, 
he fcrupled not to leave his own 
country at his Malter’s call, and 
to fix his abede among the rough 
and uncivilized inhabirants cf 
Gaul, cheerfully conforming 
himfelf to their rude habits. 
Nor was it the leaft fatisfactory 
proof of his humility and felf 
denial, of his love to the fouls 
of men, and of his zeal in 
the fervice of Chrift, that, though 
verfed in the elegant literature of 
Greece, he fhould take pains to 
acquire the barbarous dialect of 
the people among whom he was 
appointed to labour, and to divett 
himfelf, as it were, of thofe re- 
finements, which might hinder the 
fuccefs of his miniftry. Rare 
fruit of chriftian charity, exclaims 
a pious hiftorian of the church of 
Chrift,* and highly worthy the 
attention of paftors in an age like 
this, in which fo many undertake 
to preach chriftianity, who yet dif- 
tinguifh themfelves in any thing 
rather than in what peculiarly be- 
longs to their office! QO. 
* M:. M_iner. 
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For the Panoplist. 
Letrer III. 


ON THE ARTS OF ERROUR. 
Dear Brother, 

WuetTuHeER the immutability of 
religion was proved in the two 
letters, which I Jately fent you, is 
left to your determination. The 
manner, in which you fpeak of 
the letters, fhows not only your 
friendfhip to me, but your dili- 
gent attention to the fubject, and 
the candour of your difpofition. 
Your remaining doubts and in- 
quiries concerning the nature of 
religion fhall not be overlooked. 
I hope much from your inclina- 
tion to examine. I hope fill 
more from the apparent feriouf- 
nefs and tendernefs of your heart. 
1 hope moft of all from the fer- 
vent parental prayers, which have 
been offered up for you, and from 
that Spirit which guideth into all the 
truth. 

Yor the prefent, I think you 
will excufe me for deferring the 
confideration of your particular 
inquiries, and fuggefling a few 
precautions. Unlefs we are in 
fome meafure aware of the fubtile 
and difhoneft methods, by which 
the caufe of errour is defended, we 
may be fatally mifguided. I in- 
treat you, therefore, in all your in- 
quilies, to guard again{t the im- 
pofing artsof errour. Ee not en- 
fnared by its wiles. 

Beware, my brother, of the su- 
tability of erreur. The apoitle 
vives us this falutary caution ; 
“that we be no more children 
toffed to and fro, and carricd a- 
hout with every wind of dodrine 
by the fletght of men, and ci vaning 
craftinefs \ hereby they lie in wait 
to deceive.” Here tlie apoiile 
mentions, as one of the character- 


iftick qualities of errour, that muta- 
bility, which you afcribed to relig- 
ion. He compares errour with the 
wind, which is, proverbially, in- 
conitant. From the courle of the 
wind today, we cannot determine 
its courle tomorrow. Nay, it fre- 
quently undergoes great changes 
ina few minutes. In like man- 
ner, errour has no invariable fhape. 
Though its nature and tendency 
are always the fame, its form often 
changes.. By this mutability, er- 
rour obtains vaft influence. If it 
continued in one itate, its nature 
would be difcovered, and its bafe- 
nefs expofed. But, by its varia- 
blenefs, it eludes difeovery. When 
the friends of God, after ferutiniz- 
ing errour, become able to {how the 
world its fhameful difhonefty, its 
inconfiflency, and :mpiety ; fud- 
denly it changes its ground, and 
defends itfelf under a new form. 
In confequence of this, the fuccefs- 
ful oppofition, made againft it on 
its former ground, is of no avail. 
There muft be a new arrange- 
ment. The faints muft trace the 
operations of errour under its new 
form, and furnifh themfelves with 
new weapons to oppofe it. But 
before they are ready for the com- 
bat, it generally makes alarming 
progrefs, and perpetrates the de- 
itruction of many fouls. And by 
the time they are able to come for- 
ward to advantage againit its 
powerful influence, § it veers about 
again, and fo avoids fair and open 
contelt, . 


To find the proof of thefe oh- 
| rn - } sk, 7 " b r} ae 
fervations, look, my dear brother, 
into the hillcry of relic’ ion. The 
friends of truth have conflantly 
Rruggled with the difliculties juft 

c . . . *. 
mentioned. Errour has fometimes 
dared to come forward under the 
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monftrous form of atheifm. But 
when oceafion has required, it has 
veadily caft off that form, and tak- 
en the lefs frightful one of deifm. 
When the weapons of truth have 
been forcibly diref&ted againft de- 
ifm; errour has not been reluc- 
tant, for the fake of avoiding fuf- 
picion and more eafily accomplith- 
ing its defign, to aflume the name 
of ’ chriftianity. Retaining this 
name it has appeared ander vari- 
ous forms. And this is one re- 
markable trait of every falte the- 
ory, which bears the chriftian 
name ; that, while it is erroneous, 
asa fyflem, it maintains fomeam- 
portant truths. ‘This world, de- 
praved as it is, could not fuftain a 
iyftem of unmingled falfehood. 
Every heretical fyftem, therefore, 
in order to give itfelf a fair ap- 
pearance, and to miflead unwary 
jouls, carries fome truths upon its 
turface. But, having fufficient 
internally to deftroy the influence 
of the truths, which it feems to 
contain, #t Has, in a meafure, the 
effect of unmingled errour. The 
ichemes of the moft erroneous 
ieé&ts fhow fome important truths 
on their outfide. They pretend 
creat refpect for revelation, and 
hang out many fair colours. But 
when thoroughly examined by the 
light of feripture, and confidered, 
as {chemes of religion, they evi- 
dently deny the perfection and 
itain the glory of God, befriend 
the caufe of fin, and lead men to 
perdition. “The {pirit of errour 
cares not how often it changes its 
mode of operation, nor how many 
names it takes, nor how many 
truths feem to hang upon its fur- 
face; if it can only counteraé 
the caufe of truth, {pread its own 
delutions, and bear {way over en- 
tlaved and ruined immortals. 
Now the ¢ anges character 


of errour is fuited to catch the 


fickle temper of mankind ; while 
the many: forms, which it bears, 
give it influence with people of 
different ranks and circumiftances. 
With only one fhape, it could 
never prevail. But by means of 
its conftant mutability, and the 
endlefs variety of its fhapes, it has 
power over mankind in every con- 
dition, and ftrangely draws them 
into its dangerous fnares. 

Let me, therefore, warn you, be- 
loved brother, not to imagine your- 
felf fafe, becaufe you have efcaped 
any particular form of errour. 
Yhough you abhor the wickednefs 
of atheifm and deifm ; though 
you reject the focinian and anti- 
nomian fchemes, and a hundred 
other forms of errour ; you may 
be captivated by it in fome other. 
fhape. Let this friendly alarm 
excite you to perfevering diligence 
in refearch, and to unceafing 
watchfulnels againft the arts of 
errour. 

Beware of the “ cunning crafti- 
nefs,”? and fecr ecy of errour. If we 
can fee the approach of the enemy, 
and obierve his motions and de- 
figns, we can prepare ourfelves 
for defence. But when he comes 
unfeen and tries to take us by fe- 
cret ftratagems, our danger is 
great. 

Beware of the force of errour. 
The wind, though invifible, has 
great power. It carries a- 
bout clouds fraught with rain, 
and wafts the largeft veflels over 
the ocean. It tears up fturdy 
oaks, and levels the  proudett 
buildings with the duft. Like 
this is the power of errour. It 
not only enflaves the untaught 
multitude, but holds in fubjection 
the moft profound underftandings. 
What prodigies of genius and 
learning have fallen before it. 

Beware of the mifreprefeniations 


oferrcur. While on the one hand, 
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it gives itfelf the face of truth, 
and fets off itfelf by advantages 
ftolen from the caule, which it 
aims to overthrow; on the other 
hand, it puts a falfe colouring up- 
on the doétrines of eternal truth, 
and furrounds them with append- 
ages, which partake of its own de- 
formity. 

While you allow me to ufe 
this freedom in warning you a- 
vain{t the arts and delufions of er- 
ruur ; permit me to recommend, 
moft earneitly to recommend to 
you that holy book, which con- 
tains truth unmixed with falfe- 
hood. ‘Turn away from the falfe 
lights, which allure you, and 
take heed to the BIBLE, from 
which fhines forth the true light. 
The Bible can folve all your 
doubts, anfwer all your inquiries, 
relieve all your difficulties, and 
guide your feet, which have hith- 
erto greatly wandered, in the way 
to glory. Thefe, my dearly be- 
loved brother, were often the in- 
itructions of our worthy parents, 
who now fleep in duft; and are 
now brought to your remem- 
brance by your ever affectionate 


CONSTANS. 


_——~sS + oe 
for the Panofilist. 
PROOFS OF A UNIVERSAL DEL- 
UGE. 
Vo. 4. 
[Continued fiom page 108. ] 
Arottoporus relates that Ju- 
piter determined to drown a part 
of the world. Deucalion made 
an ark, ftored it with provilions, 
and entered with his wife. It 
rained, and almolt the whole of 
Greece was drowned ; all the 
people perifhed, excepting a few 
on the highelt mountains. As 
the flood abated, Deucalion land- 
ed on Parnaffus. He immediate- 
ly offered facrifices, and Jupiter 
ient Mercury to inquire what he 


defired. Deucalion prayed that 
he might be the reftorer of man. 
kind. 

‘his is one of numerous tradi. 
tions refpecting the flood, which 
fuppofed it confined to the coun. 
try where they were told. The 
ftory was related by the ancients 
to their pofterity, who, little ac. 
quainted with other countries, 
fuppofed only their own affeed 
by the event. in this way it has 
happened, not only in Greece and 
Armenia, buc in China and A. 
merica, that there are traditions 
that the country was once deftroy- 
ed by a deluge. 

Notwithitanding many fictitious 
circumitances in the hiltory of the 
Argonautick expedition, there is 
no good reafon to conclude the 
whole legend was invented in E. 
gypt or any other country. Trac. 
es of this celebrated voyage are 
found in almolt every quarter of 
the globe. This will be eafily 
sanaadaad for, if we fuppofe the 
Argo was the ark; but if the ex- 
pedition to Colchi be admitted as 
authentick, no fatisfatory reafon 
can be given for its fame being 
extended through nations fo wide- 
ly feparated. 

Pindar brings the Argonauts 
to Libya through the ocean, 
which laves the fhores of Hindoo- 
flan. Accordingly, we find fuch 
a tradition of the Argo {till pre- 
ferved among the Hindoos, as in- 
difputably proves it to have been 
the ark of Noah.* ‘The fummit 
of one of their mountains, C’hai- 
fa-ghar, is always covered with 
fnow,t in the midft of which are 
feen feveral ftreaks of a reddifh 
hue, fuppofed. by pilgrims to be 
the impreflions made by the feet 
of the dove, which Noah let out 
of the ark. It is the uniform tra 
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dition of that country, that Noah 
built the ark on the fummit of 
this mountain, that when the flood 
abated, this fummit firlt appeared, 
and was the refling place of the 
dove. The ark itfelf, fay they, 
relted half way up the mountain, 
on a projecting plain of {mall ex- 
tent. 

Vhe Pauranicks infift, that as it 
is declared in their facred books, 
that Satyavrata, or Noah, made 
faft the ark to the famous peak, 
called Nau-Bandha, from Nau, a 
fhip, and Bandha, to make fait, 
that, therefore, he mult have 
built it in the adjacent country. 
The famous peak is in Cafhmir, 
three days journey to the north- 
northeaft of the Purganats of Lar. 
It is the refort of pilgrims from 
all parts of India, who climb up 
the rocks, to a cavern, the limit 
of their afcent. A few doves, 
frightened with the noife, fly from 
rock to rock; thefe the pilgrims 
fuppofe to be their guides to the 
holy place, and that they are the 
genuine defcendants of the dove 
that Noah let out of the ark. 

The mountains of Coh-Sulei- 
man are fometimes by the natives 
called the mountains of the dove. 
The whole range as far as Gazni 
is called by Ptolemy the Paruetoi 
mountains, probably from Parva- 
ta, or Paravat, which fignifies a 
dove. According to the Pauran- 
icks, and the followers of Buddha, 
the ark refted on the mountain 
Aryawart, a name not unlike the 
Araraut of fcripture.* A tomb 
at Naulakhi, the Bandhifts fup- 
pofe, contains the bones of Budd- 
ha-Narayana, or Buddah dwelling 
in the waters; but the Hindoos 
denominate the perfon Mach’ho- 
dar-Nath, or the fovereign prince 
in the belly of the fifh. This re- 
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fers to Noah; by the belly of the 
fith, fays Wilford, they underftand 
the cavity or infide of the ark. 
In China we find the fame evi- 
dence of the flood. Near Pekin 
is a temple called Maha-Cala-My- 
au, from its chief deity Maha-Ca- 
la, or the great arkite cavity. 

Plato gives a particular account 
of Atlantis. He fays it was peo- 
pled by one pair, who were form- 
ed from the earth ; that the ifland 
was divided into ten parts, the 
number of their pofterity. Thefe 
were at firlt remarkable for their 
piety, and were the favourites of 
heaven.- Afterward they were 
guilty of all kinds of violence and 
impurity. Jupiter overwhelmed 
the ifland with the waves of the 
fea, and deftroyed the people: 
Cofmas Indico Pleuftes relates 
that when the ifland was buried 
in the waters, Noah efcaped to 
the continent in an ark. The 
firft pair, formed from the ground, 
were doubtlefs Adam and Eve. 
The ten defcendants were doubt- 
lefs the ten generations preceding 
the flood. 

As the deluge was univerfal, 
the ftory of the Atlantians is uni+ 
verfal. Hence we find an Atlas 
in Phenicia, and in Arcadia, as 
well as in the ifland Atlantis. 
The widely extending traditions 
of this ifland prove that a remem- 
brance of the flood was preferved 
in every quarter of the globe. 

As the finking of the Phiegy- 
an ifle, and the {ubmerfion of At- 
lantis, relate to the deluge; fo 
the Chinefe have preferved a fimi- 
lar tradition refpecting the pious 
Peiruun, and the ifland Mauriga- 
fima. 

Maurigafima, fays Kempfer, 
was auciently famous for its fer- 
tility. The inhabitants became 
rich ; this produced luxury and 
contempt of religion. The gods 
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were angry and determined to 
deitroy the whole ifland. But 
Peiruun the king of the ifland, be- 
ing upright and godly, the decree 
of the gods was revealed to him 
ina dream; and he was com- 
mauded to flee to his fhips, and 
leave the ifland, as foon as the 
taces of the two idols in the tem- 
ple fhould become red. Immedi- 
ately he publithed an account of 
the ruin coming on the ifland, 
and the figns of its approach, by 
which they might fave themlelves. 
His fubjec&s ridiculed him for 
his faperfitions belief ; by his 
zeal he became contemptible. 
Sometime after, to make {port for 
his companions and to ridicule 
the king, a vain and impious fel- 
low went in the night, and paint- 
ed the faces of the idols red. In 
the morning news was carried to 
the king, who, fuppofing it a mir- 
acle, went on board his fhips with 
all his family, and failed for Chi- 
na. Soon after his departure, 
the ifland funk, and the fcoffer, lit- 
tle thinking his frolick would colt 
him fo dear, with all the remaining 
inhabitants, was overwhelmed by 
the waves of the fea. The king 
and his friends reached the fhore 
of China in fafety, where the 
memory of his arrival is now cele- 
brated by a yearly feftival. In 
the maritime provinces the people 
divert themfeives on the water, 
rowing up and down in their 
boats, as if they were preparing 
for flight, and fometimes crying, 
Peiruun with a loud voice. ‘The 
fame feftival has been introduced 
into Japan, where it is now cele- 
brated. hus while the Greeks 
and Phenicians worfhipped the 
great patriarch Noah, under the 
name of Atlas, the Chinefe rever- 
ed him under the title of Peiruun, 
or P’Arun, the arkiteé. 

By Apollodorus we are inform- 
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ed, that Jupiter ordained, thy 
every oath taken by Styx, th 
daughter of Oceanus, fhould }, 
inviolable. If any of the god, 
{wore falfely by this river, he log 
his divinity for a hundred years 
This honour was put on Styx, be. 
caufe the had affiited with all he 
children in the war againtt the 
Titans. ‘The Titans feem to 
have been the whole race of man. 
kind living at the time of the 
Hood; one of them is called Jz. 
petus.* Styx then mutt be the 
deluge, perfonified. Confequent. 
ly the inviolable cath of Jupiter 
mult refer to the oath of God, 
that he would no more drown the 
world. Accordingly, Iris is rep. 
refented by Hefiod as hovering 
over the ocean when the oath of 
Jupiter was taken. Iris is the 
rainbow. Here then is another 
minute coincidence between Gen- 
tile and Jewith hiftory, concerning 
the flood. Mbofes exprefsly in- 
forms us@hat the phenomenon of 
the rainbow appeared immediate- 
ly after the deluge, and was vifi- 
ble, asa fpecial /ign of the irrevo- 
cable oath of God to Noah. To 
perpetuate the memory of the 
awful event, the title of Styx was 
given to a fountain in Arcadia, 
or the land of the divine ark. 


PHILO. 





* Faber. 


——> + 
For the Panofilist. 
ON THE OLD DIVINES. 


{From Doddridge’s MS Lectures, continned 
from page ios.) 


LECTURE lll. 
Diffenting Teachers of the prefent 
age. 

Evans. His ftyle is grave, 
plain, manly, and nervous. His 
heads are always diftin& and well 
arranged ; fcripture is properly 
collected, and thoughts efpecially 
in the application, clofely thrown 
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together. His fermons to young 
people are fcarce and valuable, 
and his ‘* Chriftian Temper’? is 
one of the beft practical pieces in 
our language. 

Waraicur, has great fimplicity, 
and awful folemnity. His writ- 
ings compote the thoughts, and 
gradually elevate them. His 
heads are diltin@, and his fentenc- 
es comprehenfive. His words 
are elegant and well chofen, but 
cadence is little regarded. He is 
always mafter of himfelf. He 
gives plain intimation of many 
thoughts fupprefled. His fenti- 
ments are candid and rational. 
His ** Book of Regeneration,”’ is re- 
markably acceptable, and one of 
the moft ufeful publications of the 
age. His * Deceitfulnefs of Sin” 
fhews great knowledge of man- 
kind, and is admirably adapted to 
prevent the ruin of young peo- 
ple, many inftances of which 
were before his eyes. His 
“Great Concern” is very com- 
prehenfive, and much preferable 
to the ** Whole duty of Man.’’ 
His fubfequent treatifes are not 
fo valuable, nor his collection of 
fcripture fo judicious as was ex- 
pected. 

Watts, ts exceedingly different 
from Wright. His ityte is har- 
monious, florid, poetical and pa- 
thetick ; yet too diffufe. He has 
too many words, efpecially in his 
lat works, and his former are 
rather overloaded with epithets, 
yet on the whole they are excel- 
lent. All his writings are worth 
reading, but I moft admire his firft 
volume of fermons, ‘* Death and 
Heaven,’ The Love of Gd,” 
and “ Humble Attempt,’ not to 
mention his incomparable ‘ Lyr- 
ick Poems,” and “ Hymns.” 

Grove refembles Watts, but is 
not equally poetical. He has ma- 
ny judicious and new thoughts, 

Vol. I. No. 4. w 


great ferioufnefs, and, in former 
pieces, fweetnefs; but his latter 
pieces are foured by his exceflive 
averfion to calvinifm. His 
‘© Friendly Monitor,” ‘* Book on 
Secret Prayer,’? and feveral fer- 
mons are very valuable; and alfo 
his book on the “ Sacrament,” 
though much exceeded by Henry 
and Earl, for common ufe. 

Henry, is very peculiar; his 
ftyle is concife and pointed, he 
has many antithefes and little fan- 
cies; his heads beginning with the 
fame letters, or chiming words, 
yet fometimes naturally. His has 
great ferioufnefs, and many 
prightly thoughts, digefted in 
very good order. His “ Com- 
mentary” is excellent, though 
rather too large, and his interpre- 
tations, though judicious, have 
too much of the typical and alle- 
gorical. His ** Notes on Hiftory,”’ 
and the “ Import of original 
Words,’ are the moft entertainin 
things, taken from Patrick, Pook 
Jofephus, Calvin, and many more; 
defpifed by thofe only, whs do not 
know them. His difcourfes on 
‘¢ Meeknefs,”’ ** The Sacrament,’’ 
and ‘Early Piety,” are very 
good. His ftyle is formed on 
icripture, to which he has many 
allufions. : 

Eart. Judicious and pathet- 
ick, and his ftyle laconick. He 
wrote little, excepting a treatife 
on the facrament, which is excel- 
lent. In the margin of his other 
pieces, he has many claffick quo- 
tations. 

Brapsury. His method is by 
no means accurate; but with 
many weak arguments, he has 
fprightly turns of wit, and num- 
berlefs allufions to feripture. His 
“ Chriflian’s Foy in finifhing his 
Courfe,” and * Sermon on tre st 
Nov.’’ are his beft performances. 

Porse, is the diffenting Sect, 
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but much more polite. His lan- 
guage is plain and more nervous, 
than Evans, elfe greatly refem- 
bling him. His matter is excel- 
lently digefted, and he has a vat 
number of thoughts. His fer- 
mons feem a contraction of fome 
judicious treatife, and often are fo. 
The fecond volume of his fer- 
mons, and his difcourfe on the 
“ Four laft things” are his chief 
practical works, and all deferve 
attentive and repeated reading. 
Benner. is plain, ferious, and 
fpiritual, but flat.. His “ Quota- 
tions from Modern Writers,” are 
good; his ‘ Chriffian Orator’’ is 
almoft his only piece, which had 
been better had ‘it been lefs.. 
Harris was reckoned the 


greateft mafter of the Englifh 


tongue a the diflenters. 
His ftyle is plain and eafy, his 


thoughts fubftantial, but feldom. 
uncommon; he has nothing to 


blame nor very much to admire. 
See his ** Difcourfes on the Meffi- 
ah.” 

JenninGs, is methodical, plain, 


and ferious, has fome pretty turns 


of thought, and is very evangel- 
ical. On the whole he isthe F/a- 
vel of the prefent age, only much 
more polite, and in a great meat- 


ure free from Flavel’s faults ; fee- 


his * Sermons to young people,’ and 
alfo thofe in the “ Berry Street 
LeGure;’ which are the glory of 


the book, and very much to the’ 


honour of the author. 

Grovener, was a molt popu- 
lar preacher, in whofe compofi- 
tions there isa ftrange mixture of 
the pathetick and familiar, with 
many ftrong figures of fpeech, ef- 
pecially dialogifms beyond any 
writer of the age; fee his fermon 
on “The Temper and Name of Fe- 
fas,” his “ Mourner,” and “ Ejay 
on Health.” 
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To the above authors the tranf. 
criber adds, 

Doppripce; An author, who 
for juftnefs and fprightlinefs of 
thought, clearnefs of method, 
propriety and beauty of ftyle is 
equal, if not fuperior, to any of 
the foregoing. His writings be- 
{peak him to be a gentleman, a 
fcholar, and a lively chriftian. 
His free thoughts, written in a 
genteel and handfome manner, 
area fine fpecimen of purity, and 
elegance of language. He is re- 
markably happy in ‘the introduc- 
tion of his pieces; his fermons 
on education, and that on perfecu- 
tion, are the beft on thofe fub- 
jects ; thofe on the evidences of 
chriftianity give an admirable, 
though compendious view of the 
argument; thofe On Regeneration 
are excellent, but his “ Rife and 
Progrefs’”” is moft admired, and is 
indeed ons of the beft and molt 
ufefal books, that this or perhaps 
any age has produced. His great 
work is the “ Family Expoftor,” 
in which both the fcholar and 
chriftian’ will find the richeft en- 
tertainment. All his works have 
met with a-moft remarkable ac- 
ceptance, many of them have 
been tranflated into feveral lan- 
guages, and will doubtlefs be held 
in the highelt eftimation, while 
good fenfe, candour or religion 
have any efteem among us. 

(To be continued. ) 





For the Panopirst. 
ON THE DANGER’OF BEING HARDENED 
THRO’ THE DECEITFULNESS OF SIN. 

Stn is the oppofite of holinets ; 
and, as the latter is often defcrib-~ 
ed under the figure of light, the 
former is fitly reprefented by 
darknefs. The deceitfulnefs of 
fin was made to appear, as foon 
as it was introduced” into this 
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world. The tempter, the father 
of lies, faid.to our firft parents, 
«« Ye fhall not furely die.” They 
ate, and no fooner did they eat, 
than ‘they experienced the deceit- 
fulnefs of fin. The alluring bait, 
laid before them, effected their - 
ruin. In the moment of tranf- 
grefling, they loft, what all the 
world could not make up to them, 
the enjoyment of God. Inftead 
of poffefling uprightnefs of inten- 
tion, they were brought under the 
‘influence of a ‘* deceived heart.” 
This deceived heart led them 
to fhun the light, and to refort.to 
refuges of lies. 

Viewing fin as that, which 
‘blinds the mind, it is eafy to con- 
ceive that it has a direct tendency 
to deftroy our happinefs in this 
life, and to make us wretched in 
the life to come. Our minds are 
formed to be continually progref- 
fing either in fin or holinefs. If 
they are illuminated by the fpirit 
of God, we grow in grace and in 
the knowledge of divine things 5 
but, if they are under the influence 
of finful lufts, we are continually 
making advances in wickednefs, 
and growing more and more 
hardened in the way of deftruc- 


tion. While we are ina ftate of . 


nature, unbelief is always gaining 
ftrength, and our hearts are gath- 
ering hardnefs, like the clay, 
which is expofed to the penetrat- 
ing rays of the fummer’s fun. 
With refpeé& to our charaéters, 
we are never ftationary. We are 
adding, every day of our lives, to 
that iolemn account, which we 
mutt fhortly render to Him, who 
has been dealing out mercies to 
us, from the commencement of 
our exiftence, and whofe faithful- 
nefs has been expreiled to us in 
feafonable warnings and correc- 
tions. With whatever fcenes we 
2re converfant, with whatever 


company we aflociate, and what- 
ever are the exercifes of our 
minds, our charaéters are contin- 
ually forming. How great the 
danger of living only to fill up 
the meafure of our iniquity, and 
of fuffering ourfelves to be hard- 
ened through the deceitfulnefs of 
fin ! 

It may here be obferved, 

1. There is danger, through 
the deceitfulnefs of fin, of our be- 
coming hardened in oppofition to 
pir effential doétrines of the gof- 

el. 
¢ Although the depravity of 
men has its feat in the heart, and 
not in the reafoning powers, yet, 
through the corruption of the 
heart, their underftanding be- 
comes darkened. Whatever 
they are unwilling to believe, 
they are eafily perfuaded to reject. 
They will boldly reprobate, as 
unworthy of their belief, truthis, 
which are infinitely interefting to 
them, merely becaufe they are 
not congenial to their felfifh 
hearts. [t is owing to the de- 
ceitfulnefs of fin, that fo many of 
the prefent inhabitants of the 
earth are living in the belief of 
grofserrours. Light has been ex- 
hibited to the world; but, de- 
praved men have loved darknefs 
rather than light. Nations, 
which have been favoured with 
the pure and fublime truths of 
God’s word, have exchanged 
them for errours, and plunged into 
the darknefs of heathenifm. The 


.truth of this obfervation is ftrik- 


ingly evinced by the hiltery of 
the defcendants of Noah. This 
preacher of righteoufnefs was in 
poffeffion of divine truth, and he 
faithfully proclaimed it to. his 
children ; but, they, at leaft the 
molt of his immediate defcend- 
ants, fuffered themfelves to be 
hardened, through the deceitful- 
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nefs of fin. Of courfe, idolatrous 
nations foon fprang from his 
loins. This event is recorded on 
the pages of the infpired volume, 
as a monument of the unteacha- 
blenefs of men. We may learn 
from it what blindnefs fin infufes 
into the mind. 

Blinded by fin, men are now 


putting darknefs for light, and 


light for darknefs. While they 
profefs to receive the bible, as be- 
ing a revelation from God, they 
explode many of its diftinguifhing 
doctrines, and labour to modify 
others, until they make it contain 
little or nothing, which condemns 
the natural pride and felfifhnefs 
of their hearts: The thought 
ef departing from the truth may, 
at firft, be alarming to them, and 
may fubjeé&t them to many pain- 
ful upbraidings of confcience ; 
but, through the deceitfulnefs of 
fin, they foon become hardened 
in oppofition to all the foul hum- 
bling doétrines of the gofpel. It 
is furprifing to think with what 
greedinefs depraved men drink 
in errours, and how artfully and 
perfeveringly they labour to ex- 
tinguifh the light of divine truth. 
When they venture to take one 
ftep in the path of errour, they 
are infenfibly led to take others ; 
until it becomes manifelt, that the 
eflential doétrines of chriftianity 
no longer have a place in their 
creed. 

2. Men are liable, through the 
deceitfulnefs of fin, to be harden- 
ed in the negleé of plain and pof- 
itive duties. 

The influence of a religious eds 
ucation, on the confcience, is not 
commonly deftroyed at once. 
But, though it may, at firlt, give 
the wicked fome pain to neglect a 
plain and pofitive duty ; yet, 
through the deceitfulnefs of fin, 
all this pain will foon be removed, 


and the heart will become nearly 
as hard and unimpreffible as the 
flinty rock, though a// duties are 
negleéted. ‘Thofe truths, which 
deeply affected the minds of the 
wicked, when they were young, 
are often heard, in their more ad- 
vanced years, with few or no feel- 
ings of anxiety. They, who have 

rown old in fin, will fit and hear 
he moft powerful preaching, 
without any apparent perturba- 
tion ; while children and youth, 
under the fame inftruction, will 
tremble and burft into tears, 
This is an evidence of the increaf- 
ing hardnefs of men’s hearts. Sin- 
ners, who have paffed through the 
periods of childhood and youth, 
and whole heads, by reafon of 
ave, begin to incline toward the 
grave, have long been accuffo:ned 
to hear the ftriétnefs of God’s law, 
and the greatnefs of its penalty ; 
they have long been accuffomed to 
hear the plain and pofitive duties 
of the gofpel ftated, and, through 
the deceitfulnefs of fin, they now 
hear them ftated, without any 
ipecial emotions. Thefe duties, 
which were inculcated upon them 
in the houfes of their education, 
and which they, at firft, neglected 
with pain, are difpenfed with, as 
they grow old in fin, without 
much remorfe. Correfponding 
with this idea, affecting-as it is, 
are the words of the divine Sav- 
iour to thg unbelieving and hard- 
ened Jews. ‘“ For judgment am 
I come into this world: that they, 
which fee not might fee ; and that 
they, which fee, might be made 
blind.” 

3. Through the deceitfulnefs 
of lin, there is danger of being 
hardened under the folemn warn- 
ings of Providence. 

On all minds afflictions have 
one of two effeés, they either 
harden or foften. Under the rod 
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of correétion, perfons of humbled 
hearts are made more humble, 
while the wicked increafe in ftu- 
pidity. Children and youth are 
often much more fenfibly im- 
prefled on funeral occafions, and 
at the houfes of the dying, than 
thofe, who are old infin. The 
former, after attending the fo- 
lemnities of a funeral, or wit- 
nefling the dying agonies of a 
fellow mortal, are often fo affect- 
ed, as to have many ferious 
hours and fleeplefs nights. As 
they advance in years, and be- 
come more converfant with fuch 
{cenes, impreffions of this kind, 
through the deceitfulnefs of fin, 
are more faintly made. Hence 
there is great danger of living in 
the world, of feeing much, and of 
having much done for us, only to 
be hardened in fin. 

4. Through the deceitfulnefs 
of fin, men are prone to be hard- 
ened in the practice of vice. 

Sin, unlefs fubdued by the fpec- 
ial power and grace of God, is 
continually gaining ftrength, as 
we advance in life. No fooner 
do perfons begin to indulge in 
vice, than they begin to fee it lofe 
its frightful appearance. In the 
firft inftances of yielding to temp- 
tation, they experience the fevere 
upbraidings of confcience, and 
feel the force of many reftraints ; 
but, by perfifting in vicious prac- 
tices, they gradually ftifle their 
coniciences, and become more and 
more blind to their characters, and 
to the danger, to which they are 
expofed. ‘They become fo hard- 
ened, that they can deliberately 
do things, the thought of which 
would once have made them 
fhudder. How hardened, for in- 
ftance, the intemperate man ap- 
pears, after he has, for fome time, 
practifed the fin of exceflive drink- 
ing. When he firit broke over 


reftraints, he had to ftruggle 
againft many diftrefling feelings, 
occafioned by his folly, and he 
was tender and affected, when fe- 
rioufly addreffled on the fubjec ; 
but, by the repetition of the crime, 
he has become fo hardened, that 
nothing appears to touch his 
heart. The fame obfervations 
might be made in regard to all 
vicious practices; the longer they 
are indulged, the more blindnefs 
appears to be on the minds of 
thofe, who fuffer themfelves to 
fall under their influence. 

5- Through the deceitfulnefs 
of fin, there is danger of becoming 
hardened in view of the awful 
realities of a future day of judg- 
ment. 

Few perfons in this land of 
gofpel inftruction, pafs through 
the feafon of youth, without hav- 
ing their moments and hours of 
fober reflection. ‘Their confcienc- 
es are tender, and often great- 
ly awakened. ‘To think feriouf- 
ly of death, judgment, and e- 
ternity makes them feel folemn ; 
but, as they grow into years, 
though they may poffibly have 
more frequent feafons of meditat- 
ing on thefe things, yet, if they re- 
main under the dominion of fin, 
they generally meditate on them 
with lefs feeling. It is the nature 
of fin to make the heart more 
callous, and more unimprefible. 
Therefore, unnatural as it may 
appear, as finners draw nearer to 
the judgment feat of Chrift, their 
hearts, through the deceitfulnefs 
of fin, are gathering hardnefs. 

The attentive and candid read- 
er of this paper will, it is prefum- 
ed, call to mind, and feel the 
force of, the following words of 
the apoftle Paul in his epiftle to 
the Hebrews. ‘ But exhort one 
another daily, while it is called to- 
day ; left any of you be hardened 
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through the deceitfulnefs of fin.” 
If a life-of fin is attended with fo 
much danger, we ought to be vig- 
jlant in guarding againtt its influ- 
ence in ourfelves and others. It 
is the advice, yea more, it is a fol- 
emn and pofitive command of our 
Saviour, ** Watch and pray, left ye 

enter into temptation.” H. 

mance 
for the Panofilist. 
ON COVENANTING WITH ‘GOD. 


‘THE word covenant has origin- 
ally a general meaning. Berith, 
Diatheke, and Fedus, the Hebrew, 
Greek, and Latin words, which 


are tranilated covenant, often figni- 


fy, teflamentum, or awill; but in 


general, any regulation, appoint- 
ment, or declaration of the mind.* 
The word fometimes fignifies a 
law; hence the Pythagoreans de- 
nominated the rules given their 
pupils, Diathekai.t But cove- 
nant in general fignifies, engage- 
ment or agreement. 

The Hebrews fay, ‘to firike a 
covenant,” fcrire frdus. This 
doubtlets took its rife from the an- 
cient ceremony of ftiiking or flay- 
ig an animal to ratity the cov- 
enant. Probably Ged taught this 
rite to the firft inhabitants of the 
world ; hence we find it early in 
different nations. ‘ The Cyne- 
thenfes over the ilaughtered vic- 
tims took a folemn oath, and 
plighted faith to each other.’ 
Scripture {peaks of fuch a ceremo- 
ny; * Thofe that have made a 
covenant with. me by facrifice.” 
‘The cutting of the animal afun- 
der deccned that, in the fame 
manner, he who broke the cove- 
nant, fhould be cut afunder by 
the divine vengeance. 


* Leigh, W'tfius, Budeus, [ocrates, 


¥f{chine-, and Demofthenes. 
+ Grotius. 


+ Polybins. 


In Num. xviii. 19. we read of 
‘¢a covenant of falt.”? In Ley. 
ii. 13. we read, “‘ with af thine 
offerings thou fhalt offer falt.” 
This implied, that the covenant 
was fure and perpetual, as Lot’s 
wife was turned into a pillar of 
falt to be a perpetual monument of 
divine wrath.* All falt does not 
melt; the Arabs bnild walls and 
houfes with blocks of falt.+ There 
is a fpecies of falt ufed for mo. 
ney-t Inthe kingdom of Tunis, 
is a mountain of purple falt, hard 
as ftone. Thecultom of offering 
falt with their facrifices prevailed 
among the Greeks and Romans, 
as wel! as Ifraelites. 

Homer calls falt divine, and re- 
peatedly mentions the rite of falt, 
«« The facred offerings of the falted 
cake,” and “ facred {alt from li(t- 
edurns.” Plato fays* that, “ ac- 
cording to human laws, falt was 
moft agreeable to the gods;” 
and Pliny fays that, * the influ- 
ence of falt is thought to be 
greatelt in facrifices, fince none are 
performed without falted meal.” 
According to Virgil, falt was of- 
fered with the {facrifice at the 
treaty between Latinus and /Ene- 
as, “ They ittrow the falted corn 
or meal.’”’ 

Among the ancients, falt was 
an emblem of fidelity and friend- 
{hip, and on this account ufed in 
all their covenants and {facrifices. 
Even barbarians, alter eating with 
their enemies, keep peace invio- 
jate, * remembering the alt.’’t 
Baron De JTott mentions a rob- 
ber, who, having broken into a 
houfe, tumbled on a piece of falt ; 
this fymbol of hofpitality fo affect 

* Rivet, Auguftine, Withus. 

+ Pliny. 

¢ Bruce. 

* Parkhurft’s Hebrew Lexicon. 

+ Theodoret. 
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ed him, that he inftantly retired, 
leaving his booty. 

Doétor Doddridge fays, that 
people entering into covenant with 
God engage, that they will make 
it their care and endeavour to 
render fincere and univerial obedi- 
ence to all the imtimatinns and 
diicoveries of his will, not mak- 
ing a referve in favour of any fin 
whatever. 

Thus Abram forfook his coun- 
try, his kindred, his father’s houfe, 
his a//. Thus when God after- 
ward renewed covenant with him, 
he faid, “1 am the Almighty 
God, walk before me and be thou 

perfee. 

From thefe brief remarks we fee 
what is: profeffed in entering into 
covenant with God. ‘There isan 
engagement to be the Lord’s. It 
is devoting one’s felf, unrefervedly 
to God. A direct appeat is made 
to God. Omnifcience is called 
to witnefs the fincerity of the foul. 
To affe@ the perfon, to roufe his 
attention, to imprefs and pene- 
trate his heart, there was in the 
Jewifh mode of covenanting, cere- 
mony, pomp, and folemnity. 
Signs and fymbols were ufed. A 
harmleis beaft was killed ; blood 
and death were invoked as vvit- 


nefles of the auguftfcene. This 


Secections....On the Doctrine of Exfiediency. Pg 


was the cuftom even with the hea= 
then ; who had never heard of the 
gofpel, or the Saviour, or Holy 
Ghoft. More was done. The 
viétim was not only flain, but cut, 
and tornafunder. The language 
was, as has been obferved, “If I 
am not fmcere, may I, like this? 
bleeding lamb, or mangled dove, 
be feparated and torn afunder by 
the judgments of God.”” This was 
not all. ‘* Every facrifice way 
falted with falt.” A token, a 
pledge of inviolable love, of eter- 
nal friendfhip, wasemployed. A 
covenant was an oath of fidelity. 
Every thing was done to exprefs 
cordiality, to give weight and im- 
portance to the tranfaction. ‘The 
cultoms of men, and the rites ot 
God were united; heaven and 
earth lent their aid to render a 
covenant valid, binding, and fol- 
ema. Blood and falt, types of 
the atonement of Chrift, and the 
faving faith of the gofpel, were uf- 
ed. When: we enter into cove- 
nant we do, therefore, declare by 
the Saviour’s blood, that we are 
the Lord’s. In fealing this cove- 
nant we virtually eat the body and 


drink the blood of*the Son of 


God; if unworthy, we eat and 
drink judgment to ourfelves. 
Puito. 
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THE MISCHIEVOUS DOCTRINE OF 
EXPEDIENCY EXPOSED. 
[From the Rev. R. Hall’s Fast Sermon of O&- 
1803. p.42, 51.) 

Mr. Hall entérs into a full con- 
sideration: of that fashionable sys- 
tem of expediency, by which “ re- 
ligion is degraded from its pre- 
eminence into the mere handmaid 
of social morality ; social morali- 


‘y into an instrument of advancing. 


the welfare of society; and the 
world is all in all.” 
The foilowing passage, with 


which the discussion on the sub-’ 


ject of expediency closes, and in 
which Mr. Hall expresses with 
uncommon strength and precisicn, 


views, Which we ourselves have’ 


long entertained, would do honour 
to the pen, even-of a Burke. 


“ As this fashion of redcucins: 


an eer to 


[ar 
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every moral question to a caicula- 
tion of expedience is a most im- 
portant innovation, it would be 
strange if it had not produced a 
change in the manners of society. 
In fact, it Aas produced an entire- 
ly new cast of character, equally 
remote from the licentious gaiety 
of high life, and the low profliga- 
cy which falls under the lash of 
the Jaw: a race of men distin- 
euished by a calm and terrible fe- 
rocity, resembling Cesar in this 
only, that as it was said of him, 
they have come with sobriety to 
the ruin of their country. The 
greatest crimes no longer issue 
from the strongest passions, but 
irom the coolest head. Vice and 
impiety have made a new con- 
quest, and have added the regions 
of speculation to their dominion. 
The patrons of impurity and li- 
centiousness have put on the cloak 
of the philosopher ; maxims the 
most licentious have found their 
way into books of pretended mo- 
rality, and have been inculcated 
with the airs of a moral sage.* 
* A callous indifference to all mo- 
ral distinctions is an almost insep- 
arable effect of the familiar appli- 
cation of this theory.” “ Crimes 
und virtues are equally candidates 
for approbation, nor must the 
heart betray the least preference, 
which would be to prejudge the 
cause ; but must maintain a sa- 
cred neutrality, till expedience, 
whose hand never trembles in the 
rnidst of the greatest horrours,has 
weighed in her impartial balance 
their consequences and effects. 

in the mean time they are equal- 
ly candidates, we repeat it, for our 
approbation, and equally entitled 
to it, provided the passions can be 
deceived into an opinion, and this 
is not difficult, that they will come 


* The unholy fpeculations of Mr. 
Godwin are founded entirely on this 
bafis. 


to the same thing at the foot of the 
account. Hence that intrepidity 
in guilt, which has cased the 
hearts of the greatest adepts in 
this system as with triple brass. 
Its seeds were sown by some of 
these, with an unsparing hand, in 
France, a congenial soil, where 
they produced a quick vegetation. 
The consequences were soon felt. 
The fabrick of society tottered to 
its base ; the earth shook under 
their feet; the heavens were in- 
volved in darkness, and a voice, 
more audible than thunder, called 
upon them to desist. But un- 
moved amidst the uproar of ele- 
ments, undismayed by that voice, 
which astonishes nature and ap- 
pals the guilty, these men contin- 
ued absorbed in their calculations. 
Instead of revering the judg- 
ments, or confessing the finger 
of God, they only made more 
haste, (still on the principle of ex- 
pediency) to desolate his works, 
and destroy his image, as if they 
were apprehensive the shades of 
a premature night might fall and 
cover their victims! 


‘‘ But it is time to conclude this 
discussion, which has perhaps, al- 
ready fatigued by itslength. I 
cannot help expressing my ap- 
prehension, that this desecration 
of virtue, this incessant domina- 
tion of physical over moral ideas, 
of ideas of expedience over those 
of right, having already dethron- 
ed religion, and displaced virtue 
from her ancient basis, will, if it 
be snffered to proceed, ere long 
shake the foundation of states, anc 
endanger the existence ofthe civ- 
ilized world. Should it ever be- 
come popular, should it ever de- 
scend from speculation into com- 
mon life, and become the practi- 
cal morality of the age, we may 
apply to such a period the awful 
words of Balaam ; JFWho shall live 
when God doth this ? No imagin3- 
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tion can pourtray, no mind can 
grasp its horrours.”* “ If the ap- 
parent simplicity of this system 
be alleged in its favour, 1 would 
say, it is the simplicity of mean- 
ness, a simplicity which is its 
shame ; a daylight which reveals 
its beggary. If an air of obscuri- 
ty, on the contrary, is objected a- 
rainst that of better times, let it 
be remembered, that every sci- 
ence has its wltimate questions, 
boundaries which cannot be pass- 
ed, and that if these occur earlier 
in morals, than in any other in- 
guiries, it is the natural result of 
the immensity of the subject, 
which, touching human nature in 
every point, and surrounding it on 
all sides, renders it difficult, or 
rather impossible, to trace it in all 
its relations, and view it in all its 
extent. Meanwhile the shades, 
which envelope, and will perhaps 
in some measure, always envelope 
it, are not without their use, 
since they teach the two most im- 
portant lessons we can learn, the 
vanity of our reason, and the 
grandeur of our destination. 

‘‘ It is not improbable that some 
may be offended at the warmth 
and freedom of these remarks: 
my apology, however, rests on the 
infinite importance of the subject, 
my extreme solicitude to impress 
what appear to me right senti- 
ments respecting it, together with 
the consideration, that the confi- 
dence which ill becomes the inno- 
vators of yesterday, however able, 

* «This passage, indeed the whcle of 
the preceding discussion, is well worthy 
of the attentive consideration of all 
who, in their laudable efforts to check 
the progress of vice, may have been led 
to countenance the dangerous principle 
of general expediency, a principle, 
which, pretending to enter into the de- 
signs of the Almighty, makes his laws 
of secondary authority, and supersedes 


the force of the most sacred injunc- 
tions.” Christ. Observer. 


Vol. I. No. 4 X 


may be pardoned in the defend- 
ers, however weak, of a system 
which has stood the test and sus- 
tained the virtue of two thousand 
vears. Letus return, then, to 
the safe and sober paths of our 
ancestors ; adhering, in all moral 
questions, to the dictates of con- 
science, regulated and informed 
by the divine word ; happy to en- 
joy, instead of sparks of our own 
kindling, the benefit of those lu- 
minaries, which, placed in the 
moral firmament by a potent hand, 
have guided the church from the 
beginning in her mysterious so- 
journ to eternity. Svand in the 
way, and see and ask for the old 
frath, whichis the good way, and 
walk therein, and ye shall find rest 
for your souls. 

“ Instead of demolishing the 
temple of christian virtue, from a 
presumptuous curiosity to inspect 
its foundations, let us rejoice they 
are laid too deep for our scrutiny. 
Let us worshif in it ; and with 
the nations of them that are saved, 
walk in its light.” 

— 
THE OBLIGATION OF BELIEVERS 
TO CONFESS CHRIST. 


From the Religious Monitor. 


Mucu is implied in confeffin 
Chrift before men. If we would 
confefs our Saviour, we mult not 
only fay nothing againf? chriftian- 
ity, but we mutt plead in its fa- 
vour; we mutt not only a//ow that 
Jefus isthe Chrift, but alfo glory 
in his crofs and honour his laws. 
To confefs Chrift, is to fhew a 
facred regard to his holy and 
{triét precepts ; to attend regular- 
ly on the ordinances of his ap- 
pointment ; to explain and incul- 
cate the principles of his religion 
on thofe over whom we have in- 
fluence; to countenance and en- 
courage thofe who appear to be 
his fincere followers, and with 
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firmnefs and meeknefs to defend 
his caufe when attacked by his en- 
emies. 

Oppofed to the confefion of 
Chrilt, 1s, denying him before men. 
And we deny Chrift, not only 
when we openly renounce our 
baptifmal vows, and fay to every 
perfon we meet, “Il am an unbe- 
liever,’’? we deny him by /lence as 
well as by words ; by not obferv- 
ing his inftitutions, as well as by 
openly throwing contempt upon 
them, by fervilely following the 
opinions and maxims of the world 
as well as by faying in fo many 
words, ** We will not have this 
man to reign over us.” Some 
of this defcription may be furprif- 
ed to hear themfelves ranked 
with avowed enemies of Chrilt, 
and reprefented as “ deniers of 
the Lord who bought them.” 
They may fay, “ we never fpeak a. 
word again{t the Saviour; we 
never deny his divinity, nor in any 
way oppofe him.” Let fuch con- 
fider that by a@ions no lefs plainly 
than by words, we may fhew dif- 
re{pect to any character; and that 
by tranfgredling one of the leaft of 
Chrift’s commandments, we vir- 
tually deny him; we fay more 
ftrongly than language can ex- 
prefs, “* Let us break his bands 
afunder, and caft his cords from, 
us.’ Let not then fuch deceive 
themfelves with falfe hopes, be- 
caufe they zealoufly proteft a- 
gainft infidels and unbelievers ; 
for their own inconfiltency is 
greater, who, allowmg in fo ma- 
ny words, that Chrift is the 
Saviour, yet in works they deny 
him, being difobedient and to ev- 
ery good work reprobate. 

The obje@ of this eflay is to 
point out the obligatfon lying 
upon every chriftian to confefs 
Chrift in the manner defcribed 
above. 


1. Sincerity requires it. 

Sincerity and uprightnefs not 
only require that we never, in 
any inftance, profefs what we 
do not believe; but alfo, in cer- 
tain cafes, that we plainly and 
openly avow our fentiments. 

When the principles or charac- . 
ter of a friend are attacked ; 
when we hear mifreprefentations 
made ufe of, in order to hold 
him up as an object of ridicule ; 
when the laugh of the compa- 
ny is raifed at his expenfe, we 
are guilty of hypocrify if we 
feem to join in the entertain- 
ment ; nay, unlefs we teftify our 
difapprobation by words, or by 
withdrawing. This obfervation 
is plainly applicable to the cafe 
before us. If we hear Chrift 
or his words blafphemed, and 
inftead of teltifying difpleafure, 
feem well enough fatisfied, we 
are certainly chargeable with dif- 
fimulation, and it is unneceflary 
to add, how much- meannefs as 
well as immorality this implies. 
Yet if Chrift and his religion 
are not maligned, is there any 
oecafion of thewing our allegiance 
t© him 2? We anfwer, That what- 
ever a mran reckons important or 
valuable, he very naturally makes 
fometimes the fubject of converfa- 
tion. Out of the abundance of 
the heart the mouth fpeaketh. 
Why then in religious matters a- 
lone fhould the privilege be deni- 
ed, of teftifying what we do know ; 
of commending what we efteem? 
Why fhould a profound filence be 
obferved upon religious matters, 
when we {peak our opinions free- 
ly upon other topicks ? 

There is, it muft be owned, fuch 
a thing as giving what is holy to 
the dogs, and calting pearls before. 
{wine ; this is carefully to be a- 
voided. To introduce the more 
fublime and fpiritual parts ca 
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chriftianity in the courfe of com- 
mon converfation with thofe who 
are plainly worldly and irrelig- 
ious, or to detail matters of 
chriftian experience to thofe who 
have no apparent fenfe of the im- 
portance of religion at all, would 
certainly be highly imprudent, 
however good the intention might 
be. Yet we contend for the lib- 
erty which the chriftian has, reg- 
ulated by prudence and by a due 
regard to time and place, to 
‘‘bring forth out of the treafure 
of the heart good things.” Nay, 
a chriftian’s converfation, if he 
would act confiftently, will often 
differ even upon common topicks, 
from that of the world, lying in 
wickednefs. He will not make 
the fame -references to cu/ffom, to 
fafbion, or to the way of the 
world, as if thefe could juftify 

any thing which the law of God 
and the religion of Jefus Chrift 
condemned. Ifhe has not for the 
time /o/ fight of his principles and 
rules, and unlefs he isunluckily be- 
trayed into temporary conformity 
to the world, he will not be heard 
uttering this pernicious fentiment, 
which we hear fo often from 
the mouths of nominal chriftians ; 
namely, that fuch and fuch things 
may, nay mufi be complied with, 
becaufe they are commonly 


practifed, and it would be thought | 


firange if we did not conform, al- 
though the /pirit of chriftianity, 
and the practice of the belt and 
moft exemplary chriltians, are 
plainly againft them. The chrif- 
tian, in fhort, can never be juftifi- 
ed, or even excufed, in making 
smzan compliances, that he may 
appear to the unprincipled, what 
is termed a man of /iberality of 
fentiment. By this bafe conduct 
he may indeed, for a time, keep 
:n terms with the irreligious and 
profane, perhaps, procure from 


them the onourable title of a liberal 
man ; but he will never thus be 
able to convince gainfayers, or 
win them over to the Saviour 
becaufe the difference betwixt him 
and thofe, whom he flatters him- 
felf he may be fuccefsfulin reclaim- 
ing, appears in this way, to be ve- 
ry infignificant. 

Still it may be faid, Is not re- 
ligion a matter betwixt God and 
our own fouls, in which the world 
is not at all concerned ; and does 
not our Saviour himfelf command 
us.to pray to our Father in fecret, 
condemning. the Pharifees for of- 
tentatious devotions? It is true 
indeed, that the’ devotional feel- 
ings are to be exercifed chiefly in 
fecret, that the life of the chriftian, 
in its fpring, and alfo in many of 
its exercifes, is hid with Chriit in 
God, and that a ftranger does 
not .intermeddle with the com- 
munion he enjoys with the Father 
and with his fon Chrilt Jefus. 
Yet ftill true piety has its proper 
outward expreflions, infeparable 
from its exiltence in the heart and 
its operations in fecret. A good 
tree bringeth forth good fruit. 
He who is inwardly pio:s, will 
tiever: be, fo appearance, carele/; 
and indevout. He who walks 
with God in fecret devotion, will 
alfo have his converfation ordered 
aright. He who fears God will 
always fpeak reverently of his 
name, and will alfo reverence his 
fanctuary. He will live foberly, 
righteoufly, and godly in the 
world. His lipht will fo fhine 
before men, that they feeing his 
good works, may glorify his Fa- 
ther in heaven. 

2d. Regard to Chrift Jefus as 
his Lord and Mafter, will lead a 
chriftian to confe{shim before men. 

Many enlightened and illuftri- 
ous perfons have appeared at dif- 
ferent periods in the world, whofe 
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characters we ftill revere, and 
whofe difcoveries have been high- 
ly valuable. There is no occa- 
fion however to confefs any of 
them before men, to call ourielves 
by any of their names, or to fuffer 
any thing in defence of their opin- 
ions or reputation. ‘The reafon is 
obvious. They do not hold any 
relation to us ; and while we prof- 
it by their difcoveries, we do not 
reckon ourfelves bound to ftand 
up for all that they faid or did. 
Their writings and difcoveries 
have little or no connection with 
their own perfonal condu&. The 
cafe is altogether different with 
refpect to Jefus Chrift. He ap- 
peared not as an ordinary human 
teacher. He did not merely re- 
quire mankind to receive his doc- 
trines as true; but * This (faid 
he) is the work of God, that ye 
believe on him whom he hath 
fent.””. Heaffumed the charaéter 
and authority, not merely of a 
wife teacher, but of a divine per- 
fon, and claims our allegiance as 
our Malterand Lord. Chriftians 
then are concerned, not merely 
in the truths which the gofpel 
contains, but are alfo intimately 
connected with Chrift himfelf. 
The honour of his doétrines, and 
that of his perf-nal charadfer, are 
clofely conne&ted. As chriftians, 
then, we are deeply interefted in 
the honour of our Mafter; we 


“muft openly avow our allegiance 


tohim, and never be a/hamed ei- 
ther of Aim elf or of his words. 

3d. It is, befide, the exprefs 
command of Chrift that we fhould 
confefs him before men. 

He does not give his followers 
permiffion to deny him when dan- 
ger threatens, that when the dan- 
ger is over, they may again ftand 
forth as the advocates cf his caufe. 
He does not permit any fuch time 
ferving. “When they perfecute 


you in one city flee to another,” 
{aid he to his difciples, thus, giv- 
ing them full permiffion, by all 
prudent means, confiftent with 
duty, toavoid danger. Yet when 
they fhould be brought before 
councils, before governours, and 
kings, they were not permitted to 
fay, we know not Chrift, that they 
might be fet at liberty. They 
were boldly to teftify concerning 
him, to declare the important 
faéts relating to him ; and in that 
way of well doing to commit 
themfelves into the hands of that 
God whofe caufe they ferved. 
Chriftians are ftill called to follow 
their Matter, though it fhould be 
to fuffering ; to hold faft the pro- 
feflion of their faith without wav- 
ering, to make no unlawful concef- 
fions, in order to preferve liberty 
of life. 

Jefus foretold that one of his 
chofen difciples, fhould deny him : 
he predited it to make it the more 
oblerved ; and it ferves asa fol- 
emn warning to believers in all 
fucceeding times. Simon Peter 
actually denied his mafter to avoid 
fuffering along with him. After- 
ward, however, he faw his fin: 
he repented, wept bitterly, never 
repeated the offence, nay, difcov- 
ered fuch boldnefs, that the Jew- 
ifh rulers took knowledge of him 
that he had been with Jefus. 
Let us imitate Peter, not in deny- 
ing, but in confeffing our Maf- 
ter ; and fay with becoming zeal, 
trufting in divine grace, “ Lord, 
I will never forfake thee.” 

4th. To the duty of confefling 
Chrift, love and gratitude will 


naturally lead all the true difciples 
of Jefus. 

We are naturally led to fpeak 
in terms of commendation of the 
perion to whom we are ftrongly 
attached, and for whom we feel a 
lively efteem. A grateful fenfe 
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of favours received, naturally in- 
clines us to defcribe to others the 
extent of the benefit, and the gen- 
uine manner in which it was con- 
ferred. If then we Jove the Sav- 
iour, we fhall dwell with pleafure 
on his unmerited kindnels, and 
magnify the riches of his grace. 
Gratitude will prompt us to keep 
up the honour of his name, to ob- 
ferve frequently, and with pleaf- 
ure, the memorial of his dying 
love, and to make no fecret of it, 
that we glory in his crofs. Ani- 
mated by love and gratitude, we 
will profefs his religion, not mere- 
ly when it is accounted honoura- 
ble, but when it expofes to con- 
tempt and perfecution: we will 
follow Jefus not only through 
good report, but alfo through bad 
report ; we will go forth as his 
foldiers not only in the funthine, 
but alfo in the dark and cloudy 
day ; not only when all is quiet 
and fafe, but even when danger 
threatens, and the enemy advan- 
ces. 

We only add, that by confef- 
fing Chrift, we promote the ad- 
vancement of the gofpel and the 
interelts of mankind, which are 
clofely connected. If we are 
chriftians at all, we muft be con- 
vinced that the gofpel is indeed 
clad tidings, and the moft prec- 
ious gift of God to men ; and 
that they are happy who hear its 
joyful found. We fhall be defir- 
ous that men may be bleffed in 
Jelus, and partake of the noble 
privileges of his kingdom. Now, 
how is this to be accomplifhed 
but by chriltians confefling Chrilt 
before men ? The treafure of the 
gofpel is in earthen  veffels. 
Chriftianity is to be propagated 
by the inftrumentality of human 
means. Angels are not to be ex- 


pected to come down from heav- 
en to explain and recommend the 
religion of Chrift : but thofe 
mult do it in their refpective 
{fpheres, who have themfelves ex- 
perienced its power and been 
made partakers of its bleflings. 
If the firft believers had kept their 
faith to themfelves, had concealed 
their principles to avoid fuffering, 
the glorious truth mult have been 
loft. We could not have heard 
its glad — The memory of 
what Jefus Chrift hath done muft 
in this cafe have perifhed. 

To us, however, the word of 
falvation hath been fent. For us 
Paul counted not his life dear un- 
to himfelf, that he might teftify 
the good news of the grace of 
God. For our benefit, many have 
confeffed Chrift in troublefome 
times, and have not denied their 
Lord. Let us not conceal from 
our pofterity the praifes of the 
Lordandhis ftrength, andthe won- 
derful works he hath done. While 


we live, let us givethanks unto him - 


who hath wrought out for usa 
great falvation. Having received 
by the inftrumentality of men, the 
blefling of a pure and heavenly re- 
ligion ; equity and generofity 
feem to confpire in prompting us 
to ufe every means for imparting 
the fame blefling to thofe who are 
at prefent deftitute of it. We 
muft own ourfelves debtors both 
to the Greek and the barbariar, 
both to the wife and to the unwife. 
We mutt hail the aufpicious peri- 
od, and ufe our endeavours for 
haftening it, ‘ when the earth 
fhall be filled with the knowledge 
of the Lord ; when in the wil- 
dernefs water fhall {pring up, and 
ftreams in the defert ; and the 
ends of the earth fhall fee the {@l- 


vation of our God.” 


W. B.D. 
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Wiscetlancous. 


INTERESTING | ACCOUNT OF 
THE SOCIETY IN SCOTLAND 
FOR PROPAGATING CHRISTIAN 
KNOWLEDGE. 

(Continued from page 1 20.] 

Ir would be tedious and occu- 
py too much of your time to 
trace the history of the society 
through its successive stages, the 
enlargement of its funds, and con- 
sequent increase of its schools to 
the present time. Suffice it in 
general to state that there are now 
maintained upon its establishment 
above three hundred teachers of 
schools beside missionary minis- 
ters, catechists, and pensionary 
students of divinity having the 
Gaelick language, and that the 
expense of their salaries amounts 
to the average sum of about 
£3600 per annum. The whole 
of the society’s~ annual revenue is 
but about £4000 ; so that only 
£400 per annum remains for. 
supplying their schools with 
hooks, (Bibles, New Testaments, 
Shellizg Books, &c.) and for the 
necessary unavoidable expense 
of carrying on the business of so 
large an establishment. 

The economy with which the 
business 1s conductec, is great 
beyond what can easily be con- 
ceived by strangers. Zv’ree sala- 
ries only are paid to the officers 
of the society; the Zreasurer ; 
the Bookholder, and Clerk; eac’s 
of them having departments of 
ereat importance and labour, and 
the sum allowed to each of them 
is but £25 per annum. These 
salaries were fixed many years 
deo, and have neyer been increas- 
ed. The Secretary, Librarian, 
Controller, and Accountant have 
no salary, nor pecuniary emolu- 
ment whatever; theirs are la- 
bonrs of love. 

But still in spite of ail our econ- 





omy, the unavoidable annual ex- 
pense of such an establishment 
far exceeds our income ; and 
were it not for the occasional and 
annual subscriptions and dona- 
tions of the charitable and be- 
nevolent, among whom with the 
deepest sense of gratitude, we 
number the gentlemen whom I 
have now the honour to address, 
it were impossible to maintain it, 
and the number of our schools 
must of necessity be reduced. 

But in making up the scheme 
of our schools, &c. for each suc- 
cessive year, and proportioning 
it to our ways and means, we are 
accustomed to count upon your 
Jong experienced liberality, and 
we have never been disappointed. 

A taste for literature and intel- 
lectual improvement has gradual- 
ly diffused itself even to the re- 
motest districts of the Highlands 
and Islands of Scotland. Many 
petitions for more schools are an- 
nually poured in upon us. Nota 
few have been transmitted to me 
since I cameto London. These 
with deep regret, we find our- 
selves obliged to refuse, merely 
because our funds do not enable 
us to grant their desire. 

Our schoolmasters too are 
objects of our sincerest commis- 
eration. Though I know no 
class of men more meritorious or 
better deserving of their coun- 
try, than they as a body are, (and 
I know them all,) yet their sala- 
ries,(almost their sole dependence 
their school fees being next to 
nothing,) are by far too small to 
cnable them to live with any de- 
gree of comfort. They do not 
exceed at an average £13 per an- 
num. lLven this sum, small as 
it is) in remote and cheap counr 
tries, was in former times ade- 
quate to the expense of living, 
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Of late, as every body knows and 
feels, things have undergone a 
wonderful change. The necessa- 
ries of life have advanced to a 
double price in every part of the 
empire, not excepting the most 
remote districts. Earnestly do 
we wish to increase the salaries of 
our worthy schoolmasters: but 
this we cannot do, without either 
diminishing their number or re- 
ceiving an increase to our furids. 
To abridge the number of 
teachers, when so many more are 
wanted and earnestly petitioned 
for, is a measure which no friend 


to religion, to his country, or to’ 


humanity, would wish to see put 
in practice. Much depends upon 
you, gentlemen, to whom God 
hath given the means, and, I trust, 
the hearts, to prevent its neces- 
sity. 

To one other object, which at 
present is matter of great solic:- 
tude to our society, I beg leave 
for a moment to call the atten- 
tion of this large and most respec- 
table company; and that is, a 
proposed new edition of the Bible 
in the Gaelick language. 

Gentlemen, I will not enter in- 
to the question, how far the pres- 
ervation of that ancient dialect of 
the Celtick, the language of our 
forefathers, the primitive inhabit- 
ants of this Island, is an object of 
just desire. 

It is the earnest wish of many 
wise and good men, that the 
whole inhabitants of Great Brit- 
ian and Ireland should speak in 
the same tongue, and be perfectly 
understood by one another in their 
mutual intercourse; my _ senti- 
ment on this point differs not 
from theirs. But surely while 
the Celtick, whether: in the Irish, 
Welsh, or Gaelick dialects, is the 
existing language of great bodies 
of remote and ignorant people, no 
w'se and good man will refuse to 
give them the means of instruc- 


tion in the only language in which 
they are capable of receiving it. 
And of all the means and modes 
of conveying instruction and im- 
provement, in religion, in morals, 


and civilization, the scriptures are 


without doubt, the best and most 
effectual. 


Proceeding upon this idea, our 
society as soon as publick and pri- 


vate benevolence enabled them to 
do so, translated and published 
the Holy Scriptures in the Gae- 
lick language. But this they 
could not do at once ; the work 
was’ great and expensive. They 
published the Bible at different 
periods atid in detached portions : 
in the year 1767, the New TZes/a- 
ment in Gaelick by itself; and in 
various successive years, and in 
separate volumes, the several 
books of the Old Testament. 

In 1796, the first edition of the 
New Testament being exhausted, 
they published another, consisting 
of twenty thousand copies. And 
now, some of the first printed vol- 
umes of the Old Testament are 
so much reduced in number, that 
they will scarcely supply the ur- 
gent demands of the Highlands 
in general, and of our own schools 
in particular, till a new edition 
can be printed. 

The society have it much at 
heart to furnish to their country- 
men in the Highlands this much 
desired work: but their own 
funds, as may easily be collected 
from what I have already said, are 
utterly inadequate to the expense. 
The new impression, it is propos- 
ed, shall consist of twenty thousand 
copies : the calculation of the ex- 
pense, of which in printing and 
paper given in by the Printer, 
amounts to 2284/. lés. The 
members and officers of the so- 
ciety have contributed according 
to their ability, and were their 
subscriptions to be made known, 
there are few who would not 
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pleasant reflection to me during 
the progress of my life. I trust 
that on my bed of death, it will 
not desert me ; and it ismy wish, 
that on my tomb my constituents 
may find cause to inscribe ; 

‘HERE LIES AN ACTIVE ANB 
USEFUL SECRETARY OF THE 
SOCIETY FOR PROPAGATING 
CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE.” 

+ Ore 


FRAG MENTS, 
MOUNT TABOR. 


Mount Tabor is a lofty conical 
mountain, standing in the plain 
where the Turks formed an en- 
campment. On its elevated sum- 
mit isa very fertile spot, about 
half a mile in circumference, al- 
most covered with beautiful oak 
trees, which bear extremely large 
acorns. The ancient remains of 
walls, trenches, and other fortifi- 
cations, are also still visible on the 
top ofthe mount. The surround- 
ing prospect is delightful. The 
mount of the Beatitudes appears to 
the north, andon the northwest the 
Mediterranean sea presents itsc!i ; 
to the east are the lakes of Tiberi- 
as, and mount Hermon; and to 
the south, are the mountains of 
Gilboa. —— 

Mount Lebanon is seen from 
sundry places on the sea coast ; 
and its white slate colour appears 
well to justify its name, which is 
derived from the Hebrew J/edben, 
signifying whiteness. 

JERUSALEM. 

Tue number of houses at pres- 
ent in Jerusalem is between 3 and 
4,000 : its inhabitants are estimat- 
ed at, Turks 10,000 ; Greeks 
:,000 ; Franks 1,000; Armeni- 
ans 1,000; Jews 3,500. Sir Sid- 
ney Smith is said to be the first 
christian, who, since the Turks 
have had pussession of Jerusalem, 
has been allowed to enter it inthe 
dress of a Frank, or to carry arms 








within the city. The same priv- 
lege was extended to his officers. 


PREACHING, 


To preach practical sermons, as 
they are called, i. e. sermons up- 
on virtues and vices, without in- 
culcating those great scripture 
truths of redemption, grace, &c. 
which alone can incite and enable 
us to forsake sin, and follow after 
righteousness, what is it but to 
put together the wheels, and set 
the hands of a watch, forgetting 
the spring, which is to make them 
all go ? 

Afifi. to Bh. Horne’s Life. 








Singular and authentick instance of 
Jidelity and grateful attachment 
in a negro. 

A gentleman of respectability, 
Dr. L. was lately confined for some 
time in the King’s Bench prison, 
while his fortune, involved in a 
chancery suit, was unjustly with- 
held trom him. Durmeg this dis- 
tressing period, he was cbliged by 
poverty to tell his negro servant 
that, however repugnant to his 
fellings, they must part: his pe- 
cuniary difficulties being now such 
that he was unable to provide 
himself with the necessaries of 
life. The negro well known in 
the King’s Bench prison by the 
name of Bob, replied with affec- 
tionate warmth, * No massa, we 
will never part ! many a year have 
you kept me, and now I will keep 
you.” Accordingly, Bob went 
out to work as a day labourer, and, 
at the end of every week, faithful- 
ly browght his earnings to his 
master. These proved sufficient 
for their support until] the recent 
decision of the chancery suit by 
which Dr. L. obtained an award 
of 30,000/. It ought to be added 
to the doctor’s honour that he has 
settled a handsome annuity fer 
life on this faithful negro. 
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Review of Mew JOublications. 








A Discourse, delivered at the Ordi- 
nation of the Rev. Faseph S. 
Buckminster, tothe pastoral charge 
of the Church in Brattle Street, 
Boston. By Foseph Buckminster, 
p. v. Pastor of the North Church, 
Portsmouth, N. H. — Boston. 
Young and Minns. 1805. 


To guard the text* from mis- 
construction, the preacher first 
eives a clear and concise exposi- 
tion of it, and then proceeds to 
enforce the apostolical charge. 
The considerations, by which he 
inculcates it, are “ the dignity of 
a minister’s office, the elevation 
of his station, and the design and 
influence of the christian minis- 
try.” Under the last of these 
top'cks, the following observations 
furnish a specimen of the author’s 
manner of writing ; and, at the 
same time, merit attention for 


their intrinsick truth and impor- 
tance. 

The time forbids my énlarging upon 
the mighty influence, and astonishing 
effect of the gospel ministry, upon the 
manners, habits, and state of the world, 
in the first preaching of the apostles. 
Oracles were silenced ; idols were de- 
serted, and their temples demolished ; 
superstition, ignorance, and errour fled; 
the ferocious passions of men were tam- 
ed; and pride, malice, and discord, 
yielded to order, benevolence, and pie- 
ty. hese omitted: where, in later 
times, has any nation obtained a just 
knowledge of God, or of moral, relative, 
and social obligation? Where has any 
people been favoured with a reforma- 
tion of life and manners, or formed to 
social order and happiness, and the 
christian ministry has not been the 
principal instrument ? Where has lib- 
erty been enjoyed without licentious- 
ness, Or government been maintained 
without despotism, in the general ne- 
g'ect of religious institutions, or con- 
tempt of those, who are appoiuted to 
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administer them? But God hath re- 
served the highest honour to the chris- 
tian ministry, in its personal and indi- 
vidual influence. When a Roman cen- 
turion was an object of special mercy, 
though angels were on the wing minis- 
tering to him, yet he must send men to 
Joppa, and call for Simon, that the 
grace and truth, by which he and his 
house should be saved, might be breath- 
ed through the lips of a minister of 
Christ. And when the great apostle of 
the Gentiles was to be called into the 
gospel of God’s dear Son, neither the 
light from heaven, which was above 
the brightness of the sun, nor the ac~ 
cents of Jesus, which accompanied that 
splendour, superseded the necessity of a 
minister of peace to complete the work 
$0 miraculously begun. 

On the subject of language prop- 
er for the pulpit, the following re- 
marks deserve the serious regard 
of candidates for the ministry, at 
the present day. 

May not the sons of the prophets, by 
directing their principal attention to 
the science of words. and their princi- 
pal energies to the beauties of style, and 
the elegancies of composition, be in 
some danger of leaving their discourses 
empty of sentiment, destitute of solid 
doctrinal, pract:cal, and experimental 
instruction ? Will such discourses, 
though they may please the ear, and 
provoke applause, minister food to the 
mind, or comfort to the heart ? and in 
the hour of reflection, when the hearer 
attempts to recollectand review what he 
has heard willnot his fuccefliveattempts, 
like those of the Trojan hero, embrace a 
shadow ? Such exhibitions in the view 
of the pious and discerning, con. ert the 
sacred desk, designed for dispensing the 
word of life and delivering the whole 
counsel of God. into a theatre for dis- 
playing the talents of the preacher, and 
sounding his own praise 

With studied des sign to reject the lan- 
guage of scripture in our devotional or 
didactick exercises, to fritter down its 
sublime and mysterious doctrines, or 
to explain away by subtile and forced 
interpretations, their obvious import, 
though with the plausible pretext of 
rendering them more level to human 
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deem them liberal. Many 
among the opulent and well dis- 
posed of their countrymen have 
joined them in this good work, 
Near one half of the sum requir- 
ed, is now subscribed for, but a- 
bove eleven hundred pounds are 
still wanting. Yet notwithstand- 
ng, the society with that trust in 
Providence and in the benevo- 
lence of the publick, in which 
they have never been deceived, 
have begun the work. They feel 
the importance of hastening it 
forward for the accommodation of 
10 less than three hundred and 
thirty five thousand fiersons, of 
whom it is computed that ‘/iree 
hundred thousand understand no 
other language than the Gaelick, 
or at least cannot comprehend a 
book written, or a continued dis- 
course spoken in any other. 

Gentlemen, I speak not upon 
mere information: I have travel- 
led in the service of the society 
through every part of the High- 
lands and Islands, and have 
preached to congregations con- 
sisting of many hundreds who 
from curiosity flocked together to 
see and hear a strange minister : 
but of whom perhaps not abeve a 
dezen in each, understood what he 
said. 

What benevolent heart would 
not rejoice to be instrumental in 
sending to so numerous a people, 
and these our fellow citizens, the 
word of God in their native fan- 
euage and at sucha rate, as the 
poorest among them can afford : 
Who that is guided by a spark 
of humanity, would not wish to 
convey to successive generations 
of many thousands ef children, 
this best and most effectual means 
of instruction and improvement 
in every thing valuable and im- 

portant, whether regarding man 
sa member of human society, 
or a being destined for immortal- 
ity 


One circumstance claims par- 
ticular attention at present. From 
a variety of combined causes, un- 
necessary to be enumerated, 
rage for emigration to America 
has for some years prevailed 
through the Hig rhlands and Is)- 
ands. Instead of diminishing, it 
continues to increase. It is com- 
puted by those who have best 
access to information, that at least 
twenty thousand people are en- 
gaged to cross the Atlantick dur- 
ing the course of the present 
season. Should this disposition 
remain, these countries will, ere 
many years clapse, be deprived 
of their native inhabitants ; and 
surely the climate and soil con- 
tain few attractions to strangers 
to come to supply their place. 
A few solitary shepherds and 
their dogs will constitute the in- 
habitants of the Highlands and 
Islands. ‘The mischief which 
from this unhappy change wiil 
result to the empire at large, is 
obvious to every man of the least 
reflection. 

Are not the Highlands and 
Islands the nursery of our army ! 
From their heath covered moun- 
tains, have not a multitude of our 
most gallant defenders sprung ? 
Men, who in every field, and in 
every climate have covered them- 
selves with glory ? And does our 
country stand less in need of 
their assistance now, when a 
proud and violent foe threatens to 
invade our coasts and deprive us 
of every thing dear and valuable 
tous as men raed as christians ; 
as citizens of the happiest coun- 
try, blessed with the noblest con- 
stitution of any on the face of the 
earth ! 

Gentlemen, is not this a ume 
when such a people should be 
soothed, and by every possible 
means encouraged in their an- 
cient and well known attachment 
to their native country? Much | 








frust, the wisdom of government 
will see it necessary for them to 
do, for this most important pur- 
pose. And ought not we in our 
several stations, to do all in our 
power to promote the same valu- 
able end? AndI affirm froma 
thorough knowledge of these 
people, that we can do nothing 
more grateful to them than to 
send tothem the scriptures in 
their native language, and schools 
to teach their children to read 
them. 

Gentlemen, to be sensible of 
the value and importance of these 
schools, think only of what the 
Hiehlanders were, and what they 
now are. I will not resume the sad 
description of what they former- 
ly were; butI assert from personal 
knowledge and experience, that 
there is not mow upon the face of 
the earth a people more peacea- 
ble, more honest, or more attach- 
ed to the king and constitution of 
their country. 


Compare their character with 
that of the peasantry of a neigh- 
bouring island. It is needless to 
descend into particulars : the 
broad facts which constitute the 
difference are well known, and 
the contrast is distressing. 
What is the cause? Is it not, that 
the inhabitants of the one country 
are blessed with the means of edu- 
cation and instruction, while those 
of the other, uneducated and 
uninstructed are left to all the dis- 
mal effects, which ignorance and 
superstition combined, produce up- 
on the mind and character of man ? 


From the schools of the society, 
beside their happy effects upon 
the civilization and improvement 
of the inhabitants at large, have 
issued numbers qualified by their 
knowledge of letters, and _ still 
more by their good principles 
end sober and regular habits, to 
rise in the army through all sub- 
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ordinate gradations to even the 
highest ranks, as many of them 
have actually done. 

From the schools of the society 
have issued many, who in conse- 
quence of the first principles of 
literature imbibed in them, have 
been enabled to prosecute their 
studies and to become qualified 
for the places of trust and conse- 
quence in civil life, which they 
now occupy. There are present 
some, who from their own expe- 
rience can bear testimony to the 
truth of these observations. And 
there are now in heaven thou- 
sands who give glory to God in 
the highest, that by the society, 
schools were erected in the High- 
lands and Islands of Scotland. 

Need [ say more, gentlemen; 
to prove the importance of these 
seminaries to individuals and to 
the publick at large? I appeal to 
the understanding of every man 
who hears me, whether there cam 
be a better directed charity, than 
to contribute to their support and 
to the increase of their number ? 

I have spoken perhaps too long 
and with too much earnestness, 
but your good nature will find an 
apology for me in the interesting 
nature of the subject; in this 
perhaps too, that with me it Is in 


some measure a personal Cause, 


because during the best part of 
my life I have been intimately 
connected with this society : for 
ten years as a director, and for 
fourteen more as its secretary ; 
that I have travelled much and la- 
boured much in its service, and 
that still the largest portion of my 
time and attention is devoted to it. 

Though my services are gratu- 
itous, they are amply rewarded by 
the consciousness of endeavour- 
ing through this channel to pro- 
mote the best interests. of a very 
arge proportion of my COuntpy- 
men. This will be a source of 
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pleasant reflection to me during 
the progress of my life. I trust 
that on my bed of death, it will 
not desert me ; and it ismy wish, 
that on my tomb my constituents 
may find cause to inscribe ; 

“ HERE LIES AN ACTIVE ANB 
USEFUL SECRETARY OF THE 
SOCIETY FOR PROPAGATING 
CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE.” 

> + oe 


FRAG MENTS, 
MOUNT TABOR. 


Mount Tabor is a lofty conical 
mountain, standing in the plain 
where the Turks formed an en- 
campment. Oniits elevated sum- 
mit isa very fertile spot, about 
half a mile in circumference, al- 
most covered with beautiful oak 
trees, which bear extremely large 
acorns. The ancient remains of 
walls, trenches, and other fortifi- 
cations, are also still visible on the 
top ofthe mount. The surround- 
ing prospect is delightful. The 
mount of the Beatitudes appears to 
the north, andon the northwest the 
Mediterranean sea presents itself ; 
to the east are the lakes of Tiberi- 
as, and mount Hermon; and to 
the south, are the mountains of 
Gilboa. ——— 

Mount Lebanon is seen from 
sundry places on the sea coast ; 
and its white slate colour appears 
well to justify its name, which is 
derived from the Hebrew deden, 
signifying whiteness. 

JERUSALEM. 

Tue number of houses at pres- 
ent in Jerusalem is between 3 and 
4,000 : its inhabitants are estimat- 
ed at, Turks 10,000 ; Greeks 
1,000 ; Franks 1,000; Armeni- 
ans 1,000; Jews 3,500. Sir Sid- 
ney Smith is said to be the first 
christian, who, since the Turks 
have had pussession of Jerusalem, 
has been allowed to enter it in the 
dress of a Frank, or to carry arms 








within the city. The same priv- 
lege was extended to his officers. 








PREACHING. 


To preach practical sermons, as 
they are called, i. e. sermons up- 
on virtues and vices, without in- 
culcating those great scripture 
truths of redemption, grace, kc. 
which alone can incite and enable 
us to forsake sin, and follow after 
righteousness, what is it but to 
put together the wheels, and set 
the hands of a watch, forgetting 
the sfiring, which is to make them 
all go ? 

Afift. to Bh. Horne’s Life. 





Singular and authentick instance of 
fidelity and grateful attachment 
in a negro. 

A gentleman of respectability, 
Dr. L. was lately confined for some 
time in the King’s Bench prison, 
while his fortune, involved in a 
chancery suit, was unjustly with- 
held from him. Durmg this dis- 
tressing period, he was cbliged by 
poverty to tell his negro servant 
that, however repugnant to his 
fellings, they must part: his pe- 
cuniary difficulties being now such 
that he was unable to provide 
himself with the necessaries of 
life. The negro well known in 
the King’s Bench prison by the 
name of Bob, replied with affec- 
tionate warmth, * No massa, we 
will never part ! many a year have 
you kept me, and now I will keep 
you.” Accordingly, Bob went 
out to work as a day labourer, and, 
at the end of every week, faithful- 
ly brought his earnings to his 
master. These proved sufficient 
for their support until the recent 
decision of the chancery suit by 
which Dr. L. obtained an award 
of 30,0007. It ought to be added 
to the doctor’s honour that he bas 
settled a handsome annuity fer 
life on this faithful negro. 
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Review of Mew JOublications. 








A Discourse, delivered at the Ordi- 
nation of the Rev. Foseph S. 
Buckminster, tothe pastoral charge 
of the Church in Brattle Street, 
Boston. By Foseph Buckminster, 
p. v. Pastor of the North Church, 
Portsmouth, N. H. Boston. 
Young and Minns. 180s. 


To guard the text* from mis- 
construction, the preacher first 
gives a clear and concise exposi- 
tion of it, and then proceeds to 
enforce the apostolical charge. 
The considerations, by which ‘he 
inculcates it, are “ the dignity of 
a minister’s office, the elevation 
of his station, and the design and 
influence of the christian minis- 
try.” Under the last of these 
top'ck;, the following observations 
furnish a specimen of the author’s 
manner of writing ; and, at the 
same time, merit attention for 


their intrinsick truth and impor- 
tance. 

The time forbids my enlarging upon 
the mighty influence, and astonishing 
effect of the gospel ministry, upon the 
manners, habits, and state of the world, 
in the first preaching of the apostles. 
Oracles were silenced ; idols were de- 
serted, and their temples demolished ; 
superstition, ignorance, and errour fled; 
the ferocious passions of men were tam- 
ed; and pride, malice, and discord, 
yrelded to order, benevolence, and pie- 
ty. These omitted; where, in later 
times, has any nation obtained a just 
knowledge of God, or of moral, relative, 
and social obligation? Where has any 
people been favoured with a reforma- 
tion of life and manners, or formed to 
social order and happiness, and the 
christian ministry has not been the 
principal instrument ? Where has lib- 
erty been enjoyed without licentious- 
ness, Or government been maintained 
without despotism, in the general ne- 
g'ect of religious institutions, or con- 
tempt of those, who are appointed to 
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* Titus i 15. Let no man despise thee. 


administer them? But God hath re- 
served the highest honour to the chris- 
tian ministry, in its personal and indi- 
vidual influence. When a Roman cen- 
turion was an object of special mercy, 
though angels were on the wing minis- 
tering to him, yet he must send men to 
Joppa, and call for Simon, that the 
grace and truth, by which he and his 
house should be saved, might be breath- 
ed through the lips of a minister of 
Christ. And when the great apostle of 
the Gentiles was to be called into the 
gospel of God’s dear Son, neither the 
light from heaven, which was above 
the brightness of the sun, nor the ac- 
cents of Jesus, which accompanied that 
splendour, superseded the necessity of a 
minister of peace to complete the work 
30 miraculously begun. 

On the subject of /anguage prop- 
er for the pulpit, the following re- 
marks deserve the serious regard 
of candidates for the ministry, at 
the present day. 

May not the sons of the prophets, by 
directing their principal attention to 
the science of words, and their princi- 
pal energies to the beauties of style, and 
the elegancies of composition, be in 
some danger of leaving their discourses 
empty of sentiment, destitute of solid 
doctrinal, pract'cal, and experimental 
instruction ? Will such discourses, 
though they may please the ear, and 
provoke applause, minister food to the 
mind, or comfort to the heart ? and in 
the hour of reflect'on, when the hearer 
attempts to recollect and review what he 
has heard willnot his fucceflive attempts, 
like those of the Trojan hero, embrace a 
shadow? Such exhibitions in the view 
of the pious and discerning, con ert the 
sacred desk, designed for dispensing the 
word of life and delivering the whole 
counsel of God. into a theatre for dis- 
playing the talents of the preacher, and 
sounding his own praise 

With studied design to reject the lan- 
guage of scripture in our devotional or 
didactick exercises, to fritter down its 
sublime and mysterious doctrines, or 
to explain away by subtile and forced 
interpretations, their obvious import, 
though with the plausible pretext of 
rendering them more level to human 
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comprehension, or in the charitable 
hope of conciliating the esteem of the 
boaste:s in human reason, is too mani- 
fest a declaration, that we are ashamed 
of the mysteries of the gospel, and that 
we would compound with God in our 
subjection to his revealed authority. 
Such courtly deference to the wisdom 
of this world may, indeed, conciliate its 
professed esteem, but it is only, as we ad- 
administer strength to its infidelity, and 
relax the restraints upon its ruling pas- 
sions. A studied neglect of scripture 
language, or an apparent contempt of 
3ts piainness and simplicity in perform- 
ang the oflices of our sacred function, 
so that while the bible furnishes us with 
atext, Plato, Seneca, or Aristotle fills 
up the page, is matter of grief to the pi- 
ous, and of banter to the profane. It is 
to © begin in the Spirit, and to be per- 
fect in the flesh.” 

A discourse, replete with rich, 
evangelical sentiments ; pertinent 
to the occasion ; impressively pa- 
thetick ; and ina style, becoming 
the simplicity and dignity of a 
primitive teacher of christianity, 
disposes us to overlook trivial 
blemishes. 

“ Ubi plura nitent—non ego paucis 

Offendar maculis.” 


But, if there 4e errours, the be- 
nevolent and pious author, we are 
sure, would regret to have them 
copied by young divines. Perspi- 
cuity is so essential to every dis- 
course addressed to a promiscu- 
ous assembly, that phrases, not 
thoroughly incorporated with the 
English language, or allusions to 
what is not commonly known, are 
hardly admissible. “ A utopian 
expectation” (p. 7.), we appre- 
hend, would not be generally un- 
derstood. We doubt. whether a 
popular assembly would under- 
stand ** Scyila and Charybdis” (p. 
J5), as den oting two opposite 
sources of congas. Another al- 
Jusion to a passag - in the em 
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Aya even in an * age of philojogi- 
cal improvement,” and ina * re- 
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gion of literary polish and refine- 
ment,” many persons would as 
much require an explanation of 
‘ The Trojan hero, embracing q 
shadow,” as they would needa 
translation of the very beautiful o- 
riginal : 

“'Ter conatus ibi collo dare brachia 

circum 3 

Ter frustra comprensa manus effugit 

imago, 

Par levibus ventis, volucrigue similli- 

ma somno.” 

The cuarGF, by the Rev. Mr. 
Cushing of Waltham, though 
shom, is pertinent. It inculcates 
an attention to the proper means 
of improving the dispositions and 
abilities, requisite for the ministe- 
rial office ; and fidelity in the dis- 
charge of pastoral duties. It also 
reminds the candidate of the pre- 
vailing spirit of the age, and 
charges htm to sastieer it. 

You are set for the defence of 
the gospel, in a day, in which the 


peculiar doctrines of christianity are 


denied and opposed, and a tender, cir- 
cumspect behaviour ridiculed by some, 
who value themselves as standards of 
genius or politeness. In such a day, you 
will exert your courage and strength to 
stem that torrent of vice and infidelity 
that is spreading far and wide. Contend 
earnestly for the faith once delivered to the 
saints. 

The RIGHT HAND OF FELLOW- 
sHip, by the Rev. Mr. Emerson 
of Boston, is happily introduced 
by a contrast of the kingdom of 
Jesus Christ with the kingdoms of 
this world. ‘“ The basis of the 
christian religion,” it is remarked 
in the introductory part, “ is hu- 
mility, and its superstructure is 
love.” The observation of Christ 
on the lordly domination of gen- 
tile rulers, with his injunction eS 
humility and fraternal regard, 
appositely cited, in confirm sain 
of the sentiment. The pertinen- 
cy of the subsequent remark is 
not so readily discerned : 

The nature of christianity, and the 


- 

















1805.] Religious Intelligence....Kicherer’s Narrative. 173 


rights and duties of christians are here 
fully developed; nor could the folios 
of a hundred St. Augustines display 
them more perfectly. 

Every person, w ho believes the 
divine mission of n1m, who sfake 
as never MAN shake, must con- 
cede, that one of Azs sentences is 
of infinitely more weight, than the 
ponderous folios of all the primi- 
tive FATHERS, with the addition 


of all the lighter productions of 


the recent sons of the church. 

But why is St. Augustine se- 
lected from the long list of the vo- 
luminous fathers ? If it was from 
respect, a single epithet, at least, 
should have shown that intention. 
It was not, surely, because he 
wrote two tomes against here- 
ticks ; nor because he is styl- 
ed the doctur of grace ; but sim- 
ply because he wrote ten folios. 
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The illustration then is allowed 
to be sprightly ; but we cannot 
help thinking the manner of it 
to be neither dignified, nor deli- 
cate. 

When the candidate is told, 
“wedo think you obliged to be 
fair and manly in controverting 
our opinions,” there seems anim- 
plication of apprehended contro- 
versy, which, it is presumed, was 
not meant to be implied. 


The address to the church and 
congregation is very appropriate 
and impressive ; the concluding 
passage however, originally de- 
scriptive of the joy of the proph et, 
on the foresight of the advent of 
the divine Person, who was to be 
a livht, to lighten the gertiles, is, 
we think, too boldly applied to an 
ordination solemnity. 
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BRIDGMENT OF MR. 
ACCOUNT. 


[Continued from page 20.7] 

Azrovur this time, feveral Corannas 
from the Great, or Orange river, arrived 
at our fettlements, repeating their invi- 
tation for us to vilit their country 
which is about 200 miles diftant. Af- 
ter a council with our old people, who 
determined to follow us, we fet out in 
May, 1801. We found the country, 
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int 
through which we pafled, more popu- 
Jous than we ni, HNC Proceeding on 
the journey we wer: joined by Corne- 
lius Koopman, who was foon ftricken 
with conviction. His natura! carriage 
was proud, but as foon as the grace of 
God touched his heart, the lon was 
chang to a lamb, his h aughty deport- 
ment was laid afide, and he appeared 
with that humble fpirit, which 1s al- 
ways the fureft fign of grace in the 
heart. His whole cowvarfa tion now 
was fuch as becometh the gofpel, and 
he became a pattern of godlinefs. In 
vne converfation, among other devout 
things, he faid to me, “I am fo poor 
here, I know not how to provide for 


my family ; I would g ladiy clothe my 
children, were it only in fheep ain, 
but alas, I have no fupplies; for my 
few fheep are all gone: yet J had rath- 
er farve here where Jefus is preached, 
than return to ferve thofe chriflians, 
who never told me of God, or of Jcfus, 
or of the way of falvation.”* 

Every day would he walk forth, 
three, four, or five times into the foli- 
tude of the wildernefs to hold converfe 
with Jelus in preyes many times 
have I followed, a 
tance wreftling with God. ‘Tt was his 
cuftom about funfet to take with him 
two of his children, whom he tenderiy 
loved, to be prefent at his folitary ‘de >. 
votions. Often had I the pleafure to 
pn rve numbers of my poor people, 

> here be hind a rock, another there 
re ra buth, earneftly engaged in ae 
vate prayer. Seldom dd C ornelius tail 
to appear with his two little ones in his 
arms, or Iced by his hands, whom he 


. How Toes this re prove and condemn thore 


who remove from a powrer- 
ful gospe! ministrv toa place destitute. ovlv ta 
promote their iuterest, Ediic: 
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taught to bow with him on their little 
knees before the Lord. Arriving at 
the Great River, we rejoiced to find a 
great hunger for the bread of lite; fome 
wept and others faint.d under the 
preaching of the word) While we were 
engaged with about tweuty Hoitentots 
in clearing a piece of land itor cultiva- 
tion at Reed Fountain, the Corannas 
brought us every day three fheep, and 
three hollow bamboo canes full of milk 
asa pretent. 

Sleeping one nicht with Mr. Scholtz 
and my Hottentots, the |.arking of our 
dog gave me much d fturbance; but 
the Mottentots underftanding the crea- 
ture betrer than | did, looked round 
and diicovered a hon, creeping near us 
likea cat. Thy inatched their guns, 
which he perceiving. inftaugly fed. As 
brother Scholtz and ilay on the fide 
next to him, and muft in a few moments 
have been the victims of his rage, had 
not the doy alarmed us, we felt peculiar 
gratitude for this new deliverance. 

Being comfortably ietiled, we found 
eurfelves furrounded by people o! dif- 
ferent tribes, Corant.as, Namaquas, and 
Hottentots, Baftard Hottencots, 1. e. 
thole Mobtentues. one of whole parents 
is of fome other nation, and Boicheu en. 
The Corannas ; “2 Namaguas were in 
fervitude to the Baftard Hotteatois, be- 
ing fubdued by a ‘bhoody chiettain, call- 
ed the Arrican. ‘Jhis min having 
wurdered his matter, collected a baud 


ef robbers, with whom he made incur- 
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Wien they came he trceacheroufly fez- 
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€a tinem, iied them to trees, Maimed 


them, cut out their tongues, or fhot 
themdead. ‘The remnant were glad to 
be his fervant-, for the sar fa wretch- 
ed fubfiftence, being a'lowed little more 
than the nulk ot ey fheep. ‘Thefe 
people atta hed theimfe ves to us in 
hopes of prote rj Our labours were 
faon attended with fuccefs; the tears 
thed by thete people cannot be num- 
t ; aad tho gh aff theic (tron, im- 
p usmught not end ma iound con- 
verhon, yet we have reafon to believ 

thut in many inflance: they cid. 


Nurrative. [ Sent. 


Returning from Great River on horfe- 
back with only one Hottentot, we were 
obliged to fep one night in the open 
field. Being waked by the noife of our 
horfes, we dilcovered a lion, 20 or 30 
yards diftant, his eyes burning like can- 
dies. The Hottentot preparing to fire 
his piece, dered nme to fet the grafs in 
ablaze. In a moment we had a full 
view of the huge animal, his mane erect, 
juft in the act of leaping upon us. My 
companion fired, and the hon fled. Jn 
the morning, we could trace his bloody 
{teps on the ground. ‘This proved our 
deliverance more confpicuous, for a lion 
wounded /e/dom retreats till he has a- 
venged his blood. It was the Lord, 
who thut the mouth of this foe. On 
our return home, we found that a lion 
had deftroyed eighteen of our oxen. 

I now seceived inte'ligence that Ste- 
phanos, after leaving us at Zak river, 
had gone toa horde ‘of Baftard Hotten- 
tots, and fet up for a miflionary and 
prophet, and had eftablithed uncontrol- 
led authority among them. He wal- 
lowed in brutal crimes, and if any ob- 
jected, they were put into the ftocks or 
beaten unmercifully. Stephanos had 
built a temple, refting on pillars, and 

raifed an altar, on which he offercd fac- 
rifices. A number of his felect difci- 
ples like himfelf, lay in trances feveral 
hours ; they faw vifions, and when 
they awoke, they pretended to deliver 
meilages from Gabriel or from God 
himfelf. Did Stephanos wifh to grati- 
fy his covetoufnefs, his revenge, or his 
lait, he pretended to receive a permif- 
fion from heaven. If any of his friends 
became diflatisfied or cool he th: eaten- 
ed them with the judgments of God, 
yea, with the contl gration of the whole 
world. He preached aguinft us, and 
we feared his initlnence ‘would {pread. 
Jt was, therefore, determined that I 
thould go out to {top his diabolical pro- 
ceedings. As the meafure was danger- 
ous, ! tookall our armed men with me. 
Stephanos hearing of our approach, 
called his followers together ; delivered 
them various meflages from heaven, 
told them this was the moment to prove 
their attachment to God and his proph- 

t; but if they were unfaithful, fire 
would inftantly fall from heaven and 
confume them. 

We drew near them; their eyes 
fparkled with rage; Stephanos camé 
forward, ard offered me his hand; | 
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refufed it, but afked him to walk with 
me under a tree, and we would decide 
the matter. Our people followed. I 
difputed him four hours. He infifted 
chiefly on the prophecy of Joel, con- 
cerning the dreams and vifions of the 
latter davs, and on fome paflages in 
Revelations. Mv people were fati-fied. 
He and his followers were not convinc- 
ed by myarguments. They were more 
enraged, and feemed difpofed to vio- 
lence; Stephanos conveyed an idea of 
the chief of hell; his eyes rolled and 
flafhed ; his tongue moved incefiantly, 
and he endeavoured to juftify his crimes 
by examples from {cripture Knowing 
him to be a fugitive from jultice, I 
thought it my duty to feize him, that 
he might be returned to the Cape for 
punifhment. My people inftantly o- 
beyed my order, and made him a prif- 
oner. In a moment his creft fell, and 
in the French langvage, which his peo- 
ple did not underftand, he requefted 
me to fet him at liberty, and promifed 
he would leave the country. I replied 
that if I were convinced of his p:ni- 
tence, I might perhaps releafe him. He 
then {poke to the people in a crying 
tone, acknowledged that he had impol- 
ed upon them, that if they went on in 
his ways they would certainly go to 
hell, and that they ought to thank God, 
who now had fent them teachcrs of the 
truth. 

This confeffion had a wonderful ef- 
fe& on the multitude; they crowded 
round me, and thanked me for what I 
had done, and exprefled the greateft joy 
at their deliverance from the fhackles of 
this tyrant. They now wifhed to fend 
him naked into the defert ; but I inter- 
fered, and he was furnithed with provi- 
fions, anda guide to direct him into the 
Namaqua country. On his journey, an 
officer of militia recognized him, and at- 
tempied to arreft him; but Stephanos 
cut his throat with a razor, he had con+ 
cealed in his book, and fled, and joined 
the African, the robber, who has been 
mentioned ; with whom he now roams 
the defert. 

Having continued at Great River a- 
bout ten months, we found the land 
would not fupport our cattle. It was 
determined we fhould feparate, and in 
March, 1%02, the river being low we 
erofied it; but in fuch a dry time, we 
could not pafs the defert; therefore we 
@wected fheds of boughs for a tempora- 


ry refidence, till we fhould return to 
Zak river. About this time, General 
Dundas, the Britifh governor of the 
Cape, made me a prefent of £100, and 
offered me the parifh of Rodezand. 
‘Lhis offer I declined. 

Some of the Bofchemen about Zak 
river, who expreffed a defire for our re- 
turn, mifchievoufly told us that confid- 
erable rain had fallen in the deiert. 
We commenced our journey, but foon 
found that they had been falfe. We 
travelled till the third day, without a 
drop of water. The cattle were in 
great diltrefs; their looks were expref- 
five of anguifh, and their piteous low- 
ing feemed to forebode our deftruction. 
é:t Jength we found a {mall fpring; jut 
as we were going to drink, we difcov- 
ered to our amazement, that the water 
had been poifoned by the Bofchemen. 
We knew not what courfe to take. I 
deliberated whether I fhould call the 
people together for a publick praver 
meeting ; but concluded to addrefs the 
throne ot grace in a private manner, be- 
ing ‘upported by brother Scholtz. The 
Lord ¢ gracioufly heard our fupplications 
and in a few hours, fhowers of rain 
gave us relief. We praifed the name 
of Chrift, and refted two days to re- 
cruit our cattle. The night preceding 
our departure, the Bofchemen ftole 80 
of our oxcn, but we recovered 73 of 
them. Soon after I left my flock to the 
care of brother Scholtz, and haftened 
forward myfelf with three companions 
to the neareft farmers, partly that I 
might gratify my extreme longings for 
bread, not having had any for half ayear. 
The fight of the firft houfe gave me in- 
expreflible joy. My firft requeft was 
for a piece of bread, which I inftantly 
devoured. Soon after I reached my 
home near Zak river. My dear Cor- 
nelius was overjoyed. “ Oh, Sir,” faid 
he, “what happy times we formerly 
had here! This houfe, could it fpeak, 
would tell what thoufands of gracious 
words have been {poken here, and how 
good the Lord has been to us poor 
Hottentots.” 

Making a journey to Cape Town I 
was again offered the church at Rode- 
zand ; ov my return, I aflured my peo- 
ple I would never leave them if they 
would be more diligent ; but told them 
that if they fhould grieve me, as they 
had done by their idienefs, 1 uj? leave 
them. They promifed every thing, 
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and began a more commodious church ; 
but their indolence again foon prevail- 
ed. I repeated my declaration, addin 
that in e/y/t days | would leave them, 
unlels they increafed their diligence. 
A moll aifecting fcene followed. T hey 
began to weep, "and exit reat me fo impor- 
tunat ely, that my heait melted within 
me. | gavethem my word I would not 
leave them. Their joy was now excet- 
iive. Many of them clafped their arms 
round my neck, and I was convinced 
they loved me more than I had i imagin- 
ed. In ten months I formed here a 
regular fettlement. Our church will 
hold Sco people; we have a good 
dwelling houle, and garden; the bap- 
tized Hottentots have built them de- 
cent dwellings in the farmer’ 4 ityle ; the 
heathen have fmall huts. We have a 
yard for our cattle encloied with a high 
wall, and fields of corn. While we 
were labouring to civilize thefe people, 
the work of the Lord profpered in our 
hands ; fome obtained a full affurance 
of their adopuon. On the 3d of Oct. 
1802, I baptized four Hottentot men 
and two women. ‘They had the preced- 
ing day, given a fatistactory confeflion 
of our calviniftick creed, and that thev 
had found confolation in the truth. In 
the evening we celebrated the Lord’s 
fupper. Our new brethren and fifters 
from the heathen partook with us, and 
we felt perfectly united with them. 
When leaving the chapel, it was affect- 
ing to fee how the Hottentots congrat- 
ulated the new brethren, how they en- 
couraged them to live entirely toChrift. 
One exclaimed, embracing h's new bap- 
tized friend, “ Ah, my dear brother, let 
go the world, and its allurements ; they 
are crucified to thee by the death of 
Chrift; live and fuffer for him, keeping 
im remembrance your vows, and the ho- 
ty ‘Tri-une God will make good his 
promife to you; now you have nothing 
to do, but atk, and he will give you all 
you need.” 

At the clofe of this, and all facred 
days, it was affecting to fee the whole 
congregation, immediately after fervice, 
difpe ried over the fields and hills to 
meditate, and pray over what they had 
heard. Wherever! went,I faw perfons 
engaged in folitary meditation, or lying 
on “the ground, or ‘behind the bufhes, or 
»etween the clefts of the rocks, pouring 
eut their fouls to God in prayer. On 
tord’s day no bufines is done; no vict- 
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uals is dreffed till after the publick fer- 
vice: no perions are feen loitering a- 
bout; there is but one bufinefs, and 
that bufinefs the fervice of God. 

On the 22d of December, a number 
of chriftians and heathen arrived from 
various parts to be prefent at a baptif- 
malfolemnity. On the 24th, the adults 
to be baptized were examined. ‘They 
were four men, and twelve women, 
Some queftions were put to the children. 
One little girl between 8 and 9 years of 
age, {poke for half an hour with great 
propriety. Onthe 25th, I baptized the 
16 adults and 27 children. It was a 
bleffed feafon. On the 15th of Janua- 
ry, 1303,1 baptized three men, feven 
women, and twenty four children. 
‘his was two days before I left Zak 
river for Europe. I left 83 baptized 
people in the fettlement; the whoie 
population was about 600. 


In the courfe of the year 1802, I had 
avilit from brother John Kock, who 
with three of his Bootiuannas, and their 
families had travelled to Cape ‘own. 
He related to mea curious fact. He 
preached to the Bootfuannas, who are 
more intelligent than the Hottentots ; 
but for fome time without any fuccels. 
One rainy night, a Bootfuanna being in 
the field, and not fucceeding in produc- 
ing fire in the ufual way by rubbing 
two fticks together, it came into his 
mind that he would pray Jefus, 
whom he had heard could for Bs. the 
prayers of his people. To his tur- 
prife, the next attempt was fuccef-ful. 
‘This induced him to be more attentive 
to the gofpel preached. He became a 
hopeful convert. One of thole, who 
attended Kock, was a chief, and atked 
me many pertinent queftions, as wheth- 
er the baptifmal waters differed from 
the rivers of Caffraria; whether Jefus 
was the faviour of Caffers as well as 
of Hottentots; how he could be God 
and man. He urged me to vifit his 
country, promifed to prepare every 
thing for me, and aflured me it would 
be the happielt day of his life when he 
fhould fee me at his Kraal. He even 
offered to go with me over the great 
water. 

About the fame time I had an agree 
able vifit from brother Anderfon, who 
informed me that the work of the Lord 
profpered at Great River. 


On the 17th of January, I took leave 
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of my dear affectionate people at Zak 
river to take my paflage for Europe-t 


— ¢e—— 


The following “ account of the commencement 
and progre/s of an Inftitution (founded 
March, 1803) for the relief of poor and def- 
titute children, throughout the Ifland of St. 
Chriftepher,” drawn up by Mr. Cium- 
ENT Caines, cannot fail to intere/? and 
gratify the beft feelings.of our readers. 
We are happy in exhbibitiag fo valuable a 
document ; an example fe warthy the imi- 
tation of the friends of piety and humanity, 
A TRAIN of affecting incidents about 

five months ago directed the attention 
of the community to the helplefinefs 
and fufferings of children. who were 
left by the death of their parents with- 
out fupport or friends. 

Theic deftirtute and wretched condi- 
tion became the fubject of general con- 
verfation aud general pity. The com- 
paffion, which it excited, influenced the 
publications of the day, and in confe- 
quence of hints communicated in the 
papers, a meeting was propofed,at which 
the humane and charitable might con- 
tribute their affiftance, and digeft a plan 
for the relief of indigent children 
throughout the ifland. 


Dear are the offices of humanity. 
Every perfon, who undertakes their dif- 
charge, and every incident, which fur- 
thers their completion, it is delightful 
to notice. The fignature, which con- 
vened the friends of infancy and indi- 
gence, was that of William Thomfon. 
‘the koufe at which they firft afembled 
was that of Doctor Armftrong. ‘There 
the benevolent difpofitions of the in- 
habitants of St.Chriftopher became man- 
ifeft, and to this fource may be traced 
the numerous ftreams of charity, which 
have {pread themfelves over the ifland ; 
which promife to diffufe relief and hap- 
pinefs in all the directions they have af- 
iumed, and a i the whole extent, 
over which they flow. 

+ Mr. Kicherer’s parting was very aff-cting. 
The poor pecple wept bitterly. They laid holt 
of his hands, and said they could wot let hiin 
go. They said they would pray to God to bring 
him bick soou; they thougat they must clic if 
he did net r tura. They apprehended their 
sins in not prizing his ministry occasioned his 
d-parrure. A gentiemin who saw chem after 
Mr. Kicherer’s departure, said that no person 
must mention his namic to them, and if any 
did, they would be atiected and weep much. 
He promised then to return if possible. He left 
London, Dec. 21, for Holland, expecting a pas- 
gaze thence to the Cape very soon, 
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Pecuniary contributions were in the 
firft inftance fuggefted and retorted to 
as a means of procuring for the infti- 
tution fufficient funds to eftablifh and 
fupport it. A number of benevolent 
and ref{pectable individuals adopted this 
idea, and fubferibed liberally in confe- 
quence of it. The Mount Olive Lodge 
of Frecmafons caught the charitable 
fympathy. Governcd by and revealing 
their principles, which fcorn the nar- 
row felfifh policy of affociations and 
orders, they fet an example of general 
benevolence, no!efs honourable tothem- 
felves, than important to the inftitution. 
The Parochial Veftries of the colon 
recognized the fame impulfe, and appli- 
edto the relief of poor and deftitute 
children a part of the fums, which were 
levied for indigence, whatever might be 
its claims upon charity or its abufe of 
her benefactions. Lord Lavington, the 
governour of the leeward :flands, being 
apprifed of the plan, which was in ag- 
itation to relieve the pooreft and moft 
helplefs defcription of fubjects to be 
met with in his government, manifefted 
his refpect for their claims by the liber- 
ality of his donation. Actuated by 
fimilar fentiments the Council and Af- 
fembly of the ifland of Saint Chrifto- 
pher voted for the furtherance of the 
eftablifhment the fum of three hundred. 
pounds, 


The plaftick hand of charity moulds 
every thing to its purpoles. Not pecu- 
niary contributions alone but whatev- 
er it pofleifes, whatever it can procure, 
becomes a fund for the furtherance of 
its views and the accomplifhment of its 
darling object. The phyfician’s fkill, 
the mechanick’s labour, the confolations 
of the divine, are mixed and multiplied 
bleffings, of which fhe avails herfelf to 
mitigate the fufferings of the diftreffed. 

In aid of the inftitution for relieving 
poor and deftitute children, their coin- 
cidence was no lefs ftriking, than im- 
portant and praifeworthy. Although 
it has been faid, that to relinquifh our 
expectations is more painful than to 
beftow, what we have acquired; yet 
this facrifice was made by the profef- 
fion of phyfick for the furtherance of 
charity. The characters moft eminent 
in their profeflion, engaged gratuitoufly 
and in rotation te prelcribe and furnifh 
medicine for any of the children, who 
might be afflicted with ficknefs. Nor 
was the more important @bjedt, the 
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fouls of the poor infants neglected, 
while their bodies were fhielded againft 
the coniequences of difeafe. Scarce a 
clergyman in the ifland omitted to add 
to his pecuniary fubfcriptions the more 
valuable donation of his time, his anxie- 
ty, and his perfonal exertions. Several 
tradefmen of note made a tender of 
their tkill and fervices. A matter car- 
penter offered to fuperintend, without 
any charge to the inftitution, the build- 
ings, that might be neceflary to furnith 
the children with a commodious dwell- 
ing, and appendant offices. A worthy 
and benevolent mafon took upon him- 
felfthe trouble of erecting their oven. 
And the printer of the Saint Chritto- 
pher Advertifer requefted, that the a- 
mount of hi: charge for publications on 
account of the eftablifhment would be 
accepted as his mite toward its fup- 
port. 


Upon the fecond meeting of the con- 
tributors to this benevolent and lauda- 
ble inftitution a houfe for the reception 
of the childrea became a fu ject of con- 
fideration; and the hiring of it, as well 
as the procu'ing of prover inftructors 
and fuita'sle attend ints, was undertaken 
by Mr. Hobfon the chairman. 

To the fame benevolent character 
the inftitution was indebted for the 
fcheme of a publick oven. from which 
the children would be provided with 
bread of an increafed weight and im- 
proved quality without any addition to 
the price. ‘The faving tothe inftitu- 
tion upon this article was conliderable, 
and it was augmented by other profits, 
which equally refulted from the fenfi- 
Lle and benevolent contrivance of Mr. 
Hobfon. <A baker was fet up in his 
bufinefs with the funds of the eftablith- 
ment, and recommended to cuftomers 
by the patronage of its friends. In re- 
t: rn for their countenance and fupport, 
he divided with the children of the in- 
{titution the gains of his calling. ‘This 
fource of income, added to the reduc- 
tion of the price upon the article of 
bread, was confidered as tantamount to 
a fimple donation of three hundred 
pounds per annum. 


What a fecene to reflecting and de- 
lighted human'ty does this judi cious and 
lucrative fcheme unfold It prefents 
to her the hope, that out of a provition 

made for the hungry, the niked, the 
fhel erlefs and the delti itute, an income 





[ Sef f. 


would offer itfelf fufficient to relieve alk 
their wants, calculated to provide cheap 
und wholefome neceflaries for the rich, 
and to obviate the fatal practices of 
thofe who deal in articles of indifpenfa- 
ble neceffity. 

From the bakers of every inftitution, 
fimilar to that eftablifhedin St. Chrifto- 
pher,might be obtained bread of the beft 
quality, at a reduced price, that would 
outweigh the eftablifhed aflize. From its 
butchers might be obtained meat with 
an equal fuperiority in quantity and 
goodnefs. From its w oollen and linen 
drapers clothing recommended by the 
fame advantages. A _ correfpondent 
faving would be the condition upon 
which they gave their cuftom to every 
other clafs of their tradefmen. And 
a prrticipation in the profits of their 
bufinefs would be ftipulated for and 
c‘talifhed in confideration of the pat- 
ronage, and in return for being fet up 
by the funds of the inftitution. 


All the baleful practices of trades, 
which prey upon and poifon whom 
they feed, weld be abolifhed. The 
fraudulent baker, with hi> loaves of al- 
lum finely ground fand, lime and pound- 
ed beans, would forfuit the cuftom, 
which he had duped and rendered 
deadly: ‘The butcher with his chalk 
fed blown up veal, would fee his un- 
natura! aliment grow putrid in_ his 
fhambles. While the moderate hard 
working tradefman would infure a fub- 
fiftence for his family during his life 
and an afylum for them at his death, 
by dividing the profics of his bufiuefs 
with an inftitution, that had enabled 
him to undertake it with advantage and 
profecute it with fuccefs. 


Oftentatioufly to difplay the feduc- 
tive patronage of elevated characters is 
the common artifice of trade to attract 
cuftom. And yet the protegee is often 
fo worthlefs, that to realize his hopes 
is an encouragement to impofition and 
difhonefty. And the p: atron is often fo 
bad a judge of merit, that to imitate his 
example is an affront to difcernment 
and tafte. But the man, who gives his 
cuftom to the baker of a charitable in- 
ftitutioa, ‘half the profits of who‘e bu- 
finefsis allotted tothe fupport of poorand 
deftitute children, this benevolent pur- 
chaler confecrates an oflcring to charity 
withevery farthing he lays out,and¢ftab- 
lifhesa claim to the bleffing of heaven 
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with every morfel he puts into his own 
mouth, or provides for the mouths of 


his family. 


If pompous titles are to be adopted 
as baits for cuftom, let the fplendid 
character, which points out an alliance 
vith virtue, be a!Tlumed by the tradel- 
men who are connected with charita- 
Lie inftitutions and can boaft of their 
patronage. Could it be inferred from 
the infcription over his fhop, that a 
baker contributed to the fupport of poor 
and deftitute children three hundred 
pounds a year out of the profits of his 
bufinefs in a fmall and not very populous 
Welt Indian Uland, every pafienger as 
he went by would blefs the man and 
invoke beflings on his trade. The 
heart of every purchafer while he con- 
templated the loaf which he had bought 
would overflow with virtuous fentibili- 
ty. “I,evenl,” the poor widow would 
an hundred times repeat to herfelf, as 
fhe furveyed her daily bread, “ have 
contributed to the feeding of a multi- 
tude of little ones, whofe parents left 
them as deftitute as mine would be were 
Ito die tomorrow. As mine would be, 
if this humane cftablifhment were not 
open for their reception, when depriv- 
ed of the ftay, which my feeble age and 
trifling earnings afford them.” 


Eftablifhments, upon the plan of the 
inftitution for the relief of poor and dei- 
titute children, often moulder away 
from the indifference and neglect of 
thofe, who undertake or are appointed 
to their fuperintendence. Officious in- 
termeddling is little to be apprehended. 
Malignant tmterference leis, Caution 
therefore mn the nomination of regula- 
tors is as fuperfluous in fact as fpecious 
opinion. It is animpofing term that 
never applies to the fubject. ‘The ma- 
terial coi eiemeniond is to enfure a fufli- 
cient number of zealous, active mem- 
bers, who will invariably devote to its 
jupport their time and their anxiety. 
‘Po accomplih this object every barrier 
tw afliitance or even advice gould be re- 
moved, and the certainty of obtaining a 
fudicient number of henevolent coo p- 
erators Ought to be enfured by the ac- 
ceptance, nay invitation of all. If fome 
abfous themfelves others will attend. If 
fome are negligent others will be ailid- 
uous. 

That no one who had the ability or 
inclination to be ufeful might be cx- 
cluded from taking a part in the wel- 


fare of the children, every fubfcriber to 
the eftablifhment became a member of 
it by the mere act of contribution. 
However trifling what he beftowed ; 
yet his donation was received as an ear- 
neft of good will, that gave him a right 
to interfere in the concerns of the infti- 
tution. Although his pecuniary aid 
was inconfiderable, his zeal and activi- 
ty might be of importance; or his tal- 
eats might fuggeft to the liberality and 
opulence of others, what the narrow- 
nefs of his own income forbid him te 
attempt. 

All the branches of the infular ‘egil- 
lature were particularly nominated 
members of the inftitution, and many of 
them, individually as well as collective- 
ly, afforded it the moft effential fervice. 

‘The commander in chief of the lee- 
ward iflands fhed a luftre on the eftab- 
lithment by accep.ing the office of its 
prefident. But the brilliant acquifition 
of a governour’s name and rank was 
foon forgot in the private patronage and 
perfonal feelings of Lord Lavington. 
To thefe a debt is owing that acknowl- 
edgments can never pay nor humanity 
ever forget. 

While rank was folicited, and patron- 
age obtained, the important and fingu- 
lar fervice, which could be rendered to 
the inftitution by the female part of the 
community, was not neglected. The 
ladies of the iiland were requ efted to 
direct toward it their attention, and to 
beftow on it a portion of the animated 
perfeverance, with which they profe- 
cute whatever they undertake. This 
has been granted. And to the ladies 
of Saint Chriftopher the children of the 
inftitution are indebted for a number of 
conveniences, which the coarfer talents 
of men are little adapted to contrive or 
procure. 


Althouzh the number of perfons en- 
titled to take a part in tranfucting the 
bufinels of an in{titution,that has for its 
object the fuppore and education of 
children, cannot be too fludioufly en- 
larged: yet it is neceflary that particu- 
lar fuperintendants and inftructors 
fhould be carefully feleted. In cone 
formity with this principle, twenty four 
fuperintendants were appointed ‘to in- 
fpect the treatment and tuition of the 
children. This tafk they performed in 
rotation and fora itated period. Six 
undertook it for the firtt monch. The 
fame number fucceeded them for the 
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fame time, until the whole twenty four 
had difcharged their duty in turn. 
There was in this manner kept up a reg- 
ular feries of fele& guardians, who with- 
out interruption watched over and pro- 
vided forthe welfare and inftruction of 
the children. 

In all cafes where bufinefs is to be 
tranfacted, the object of which is per- 
manent, it will be found neceflary to 
fix upon ftited periods for its confider- 
ation and arrangement. To meet this 
neceflity it was laid down as a rule by 
the inftitution, that the fub{cribers to 
its fupport fhould afiemble on the firft 
Monday of every month to fuggeft and 
eftablith whatever changes, or addition- 
al regulations the lapfe of time or an 
alteration of circumftances might have 
made requifite And as occafional bu- 
finefs, not admitting of delay, might oc- 
cur during the courfe of the month, it 
was onemergencies permiffible for any 
three of the fubfecriners to convoke a 


. general 1 meeting, by inferting for that 


purpofe a notice in the publick paper 
four days before the meeting aflembled. 

The grand defideratum in th's and 

rery fimilar inftitution remained how- 
ever ftill to be fought for. No perfon 
had yet prefented himfelf, who would 
be anfwerable for the general, conftant, 
and uninterrupted care of the children. 
The fuperintendants were occafional 
viftors and inipectors ; but there was 
required a fixed, refidentiary guardian 
and inftructor, who wou!d dedicate to 
them the whole of his time, rendered 
more precious by his anxiety. Who 
would confecrate his talents and folici- 
tude to their improvement in virtue, 
knowledge and behaviour ‘This was 
an obftacle to the completion of the 
plan that feemed infurmountable Nor 
would it have becn furmounted, but for 
the boundleis philanthropy of Doctor 
Blyth. He devoted himfelt to the tafk. 
Here therefore perhaps occurs the fit- 
teft occafion for rec capita lating and ac- 
knowledging the multiplied fervices, 
which Dr. Blyth has re ndered the infti- 
tution. 
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peals it was in great meafure owing that 
the attention of the publick became at- 
tracted toward the objects of the char- 
ity. In the progrefs of the eftab'sth- 
ment, his attendance and afliduity were 
unremitting. His communications and 
hints frequent and valuable. But upon 
the reception of the children into the 
houfe provided for their refidence, the 
intereft, which he took in their wel- 
fare, confummated the humane and vir- 
tuous taik in which he had engaged. 
He aflumed the office of a guardian, 
and {ubmitted to the duties of a fehool- 
mafter. While he watched over the 
morals and trained the hearts of the 
children to virtne, be inftructed them 
in the humbleft rudiments of {cience ; 
taught them their ktters and their al- 
phabet; and fingularly contrived to 
render the art of writing an amufing 
preliminary and nec eflary velucle to 
the art of reading. No lefs than thir: y 
pupils are at this inftant reaping the 
fruit of his benevolence and inftruction. 
Such is the number of deftitute chil- 
dren, who are already admitted to eve: 
_ry privilege that humanity could de&re 
for her fave urites, or wifdem fu egeft in 
conformity with her views. Thev are 
all of them lodged and preenyy fed, 
taught and treaicd, with freater atten- 
tion to health, comfort, fafetv, mora!s 
and learning, than falls to the lot of moft 
of thofe, whofe parents pay Ceareft for 
the education of their offsp ring. Con- 
tent and happinefs appear in every 
face. Docility and obedien: e are a'lied 
with cheerfulnefs and pleafure. A few 
days have wrought a vifible improve- 
ment in the manners feeming!y in th 
difpofin tions,ofthechildren ‘I he foun- 
lations of morality are already J.id. 
Ay proficiency in ufeful literature and in 
“< habits of ufeful induftry is begun, 
d promifes foon to comple te every 
objet of a plan, egually judicious and 
charitable. Of a plan ‘that has been 
inftituted for the relief of the deftitute 
and helplefs, the information of the ig- 
norant, andthe am ndment of the diffo- 
lute and mifchievous. 
( To be concluded in our next } 
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GREAT BRITAIN. 
A wtne of Terecrarus, it is faid, 
will be eflabiifhed, at the expenfe of in- 
dividuals, trom Liverpool to Holyhead, 


for the purpofe of announcing the ar- 
rival of thips bound to Liverp ‘ol, and 
of procuring pots. Another line has 
been juggelied from Liverpool] to Hull, 
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through Manchefter and Leeds; and 
another from Liverpool to Londea, 
through Chefter and Birmingham. 
Thefe feveral lines would not coft, it is 
faid, more than £15,000; and it is fup- 
pofed that the number of meflages fent 
through them, to be paid for at the rate 
of a guinea for eight words per hundred 
miles, would yield to the undertakers a 
profit of two or three hundred per cent. 
Should the advantages of this fcheme 
be demonftrated by private adventure, 
we may expect to have it taken up and 
applied by government, for domeftick 
ind commercial purpoies,to the whole 
united kingdom. 

It appeirs {rom papers laid before 
the Houfe of Commons, that the total 
money railed by the Poor's Rate, and 
other Rate or Rates, within the year, 
ending Eafter, 1803, was £ 4,952,421. 
148.114d. Of which fum was expend- 
edin Suits at Law, Removal of Paupers, 
Expenfes of Overfeers, &c. £187,904. 
ros. 3d. Total Rates raifed in Wales, 
in 1803, £176,424. 18s. 84d. Of which 
was expended in Law and Removal of 

Paupers, £5,919. 2s. roid. ‘The total 

expenditure in England and Wales, as 
made up from 13,88) returns received, 
is £ 5,123,846. 13s. 72d. 

‘The av erage fum levied for the Poor’s 

2aie in England,is 4s. 6d. in the pound. 
In Wa'es, 7s. 3d. 


The twenty fecond Report of Tue 
SOCIETY FOR BETTERING THE CONDI- 
rioN oF THE PooR, has been recently 
publithed. We fhall briefly notice its 
contents. 

1. Extra® from an Account of the La- 
Committee f r promoting the Education 
md Empl yrrent of the Bemal le Poor. By 
luomMas Bernarp,Efq This commit- 
tee is formed from the Ladies, who fub- 
icribe to the general purpofes of the fo- 
ciety. The propofed objects of its at- 
tention are, 1. The forming of fimilar 
committees in pty towns and in 
the metropolis. 2. The promoting of 


the moral and sdigions education of 
the female poor, by endeavor uring to in- 
creafe the utility of female fchools al- 
ready ef tablithed ; by encouraging and 
atfting the eftablifhment of them, 
where they are not already provided ; 
by recommending proper ‘books, and 
pointing out the beft mode of teaching 
the children, and of managing the 
fchools. 3. The fapply of heaithful 
domeftick employment for the female 


poor. In order to the attainment of 
this important object, influence and ex- 
ample are to be employed to promote 
the ufe of thofe articles which may be 
manufactured by the female poor at 
home; and to prevent men from being 
employed in occupations which might 
be more properly conducted by females, 
viz. milliners, haberdafhers, ftay mak- 
ers, ladies’ fhoemakers, teachers of writ- 
ing, reading, mufick, drawing, dancing, 
and languages in female boarding 
{chools, &c. It is alfo propofed to form 
a feminary for the purpofe of educating 
the unprovided daughters of clergymen, 
officers, &c. for governefles, &c. A ftill 
more ufeful object, we apprehend, 
would be the formation of an inftitu- 
tion for the education of miftreffes for 
charity fchools; and we hope that it 
will not be overlooked by this excellent 
fociety. 

2. Extraét from an Account of a Lying-in 
Charity at Woolwich. By Joun Ro to, 
M.D. This charity was formed in 
1794, for the relief of indigent wives 
of foldiers of the royal artillery ; the 
object being to fupply them with a 
midwife, and’ with a pound of meat, a 
pound of bread, and a pint of porter 
per day for the firlt fortnight. In 1803 
relief was given to 96 women at the ex- 
penfe of £58. 14s. 7d. The whole 
number relieved fince 1794 is five hun- 
dred and forty fix. 

3. Extrad from an Account of the Provi- 


jfion made for the Poor of Wymefwould. By 


the Rev. R. A. Incram, B.D. A plan 
has been adopted by which moft of the 
poor of the parifh are enabled to keep 
cows. ‘he confequence has been an 
increafe of their comforts, and a dimi« 
nution of the parifh rates. 

4. Extra& from an Account of a Chari- 
table Bank at Tottenbam, for the favings of 
the Poor. By Mrs. WaxkerieLtp. This 
bank is guaranteed by fix truftees, gen- 
tlemen of fortune, moft of them poffeff- 
ing confiderable landed property. It 
is open for receipts or payments only 
on the firft Monday of every month. 
Any fum is received above one fhilling ; 
and five per cent is given for all that 
lies twelve months: but every perfon 
may recall his money any day the bank 
isopen. The poor are thus enabled to 
make a little hoard for ficknefs or old 
age without danger or inconvenience. 

5. Extra from the Parochial Returns 
lately made with regard to the State of Edu- 
cation in dreland. By Tuomas Bear- 
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NaRD, Efg. By returns from 202 par- 
ifhes it appears that above two-thirds of 
the poor children in Ireland are entire- 
ly without inftruction or the means of 
education: and that in fome places 
thefe are entirely wanting. The im- 
pediments to the inftruction of the poor 
are, the want of fchoolhoufes and prop- 
er {choolmatters, the poverty of the pa- 
rents, and the want of proper books. 
WHOLE PARISHES ARE STATED TO BE 
WITHOUT A BIBLE OR ANY OTHER RE- 
LIGIoUs BOOK ; (a fact, which we hope 
will catch the ey e of fome of the man- 
agers of the Bri tifa and Foreign Bible Soci- 
ety.) It appears, that the Irith poor 
were never fo anx'ous as at the prefent 
time that their children fhould have 
the benefit of initruction. So {trong is 
the r with on this point, that the chil- 
dren of p.pifts attend proteftant {chools, 
and the children of proteftants, catho- 
lick {chools, “ whenever education, not 
converfion, is the object.” In the lat- 
ter cafe, the children are inftructed in 
the {criptures, and the catechifm of the 
church of England. The New Tefta- 
ment is now read in many catholick 
fchools : and an opinion is exprefled, 
even in the moit ignorant and bigotted 
parts of Ireland, that “ if proper protel- 
tant matters were appointed, and no 
works of controverfy taught, the children 
ot catholicks would attend ay wall 
This ftatement is followed by fome fu 
geltions for improving the condition of 
the Irifh, which we earneftly hope may 
meet with attention from goverumert. 
6 Extra& from an wii of a School 
in the Borough Road. By 4 Joun WALKER, 
Efg. Of this fchool = have already 
given fome account. ‘The teach- 





er, Mr. Lancafter, has, at prefent, 
under his tuition, upwards of feven 
hundred boys, and he intends to extend 
his eftablifhment to 1000. Two of his 
fifters have fet on foot a fchool for girls 
on a fimilar plan. 

_™ Extra& from an Account of the HHoufe 
of Refuge at Dublin. By the Rev. Dr. 
Guinness. The Houle of Refuge was 
eftablifhed on the ift of Feb. 1202, for 
the relief of deftitute young women un- 
der twenty years of age, who are either 
orphans or whofe parents can ailord 
tiem no fhelter from vice and mifery, 
No one is admitted till the caufe of her 
having left her la(t place is afcertained, 
and fatistactory proof has been obtain- 
ed of her previous modefty, honefty, 
and fobriety. In thac cafe, fhe is here 
theltered from poverty and vice, until 
a fuitable place can be provided for 
her. The young women are daily vifii- 
ed by fome of the governetles, who fu- 
perintend their in{truction, and take a 
lively pleafure in marking the progrefs 
of amendment in ther appearance and 
circumftances. From the opening of 
the houfe thirty one young women were 
received; of whom fifteen were provid- 
ed with refpectable p aces, two difimiff- 
ed for bad behaviour, three taken out 
by friends, and eleven then remained. 

8. It appears from the Appendix, 
that a commuihon warehoule was open- 
edinthe 4th of June, 1804, at the re- 
queft of the fociety, by Meiirs. Corften 
and Shackle, Ludgate- -hil, for the fale 
of Straw Platt, manufactured in fchools, 
or by cottagers or others, who may not 
have advantageous means of difpofiing 
of it. 











At Copenhagen, the chamberlain and 
knight Saar ANKER. His commer- 
cial connexions extended to ail parts of 
the world. 

In France, Baron Hemrvescn, former- 
ly Grand Matter of Malta. 

In Fleet Prifon, Eng MiisEvizanseru 
Frances RoBINsSON, a notorious fwin- 
dler, who formerly iived in great fplen- 
dour, and obtruded herfelf into the moft 
tafliionab e circles. 

The Rev. Joun Darwin, M.A. bro- 
ther to the celebrated author of “ The 
Leves of the Plants,” “ Zoonomia,” &c. 


In Canton, Mr. Benjamin WENT- 
WorTH, He arrived at Canton, on 
S.turday evening from Bofton, and died 
within two hours after his arrival home. 
Ouly tweaty two hours elapfed from 
the time he pafled Canton burying- 
place, in apparent health, till his body 
was interred therein. 

At Hillfborough, Rev. JonaTuaNn 
Barnes, late pa ufter of the church and 
congregation in that place. 

In Keene, (N.H.) much lamented, 
Maj. Georce INGERSOLL, aged 51, late 
of the United States army. 





1805.] 


Poetry. 








183 


JPoetrp. 


MAN COMETH FORTH, LIKE A FLOW- 
ER; AND IS CUT DOWN. 
CHANGE is inscrib’d on all things here be- 
low ; 
We reap rejoicing, oft in tears we sow. 
If Heav’n disown the seed, io shoots arise ; 
If Heav’n forsake the plant, it droops and dies. 
lossoms the forming fruit cannot ensure ; 
Not summer’s crop, nor autumn’s is secure, 
Eut, if propitious Heav’n our labour bless, 
And golden harvest every fear suppress ; 
Yet winter comes, fair nature’s charms are fied; 
And nature, slumb’ring, to the eye is dead 
Mild spring returning, ail her powers revive, 
And blushing beauty shows her stil] alive. 
Compassion sighs, when we life’s prespect 
view ; 
Hope much may promise, little may be true. 
Vhiie l'sping infancy the parent cheers, 
And glimmering reason in the babe appears ; 
Flope paints the youth in blooming beaury drest, 
Death, kindly cruel, c ls the child to rest. 
Yet say, ‘ he lives, and youthful age attains, 
And all, he wishes, health and pleasare gains ; 
Or, early pious, acts with nobler views, 
And heav’nly joys with steady course pursues ; 
Hope points to manhood, faith beyond the skies, 
‘Though angels guard his pillow, lo, he dics. 
Lut, if at life’s meridian he arrive, 
And him to bless the world and virtue strive ; 
Manhood declining, like the evening sun, 
Oid age conducts him to the cheerless tomb. 
Not love nor piety can life detain, 
Nor death be premature, if Christ we gain. 
Loy Harvard weeps ; ‘‘ the good man is’’ no 
more 5 
Her pious sons a father’s loss deplore ; 
Learning, and friendship, and religion mourn ; 
Her guardian patrous bend o’er WILLARD’s 
urn. 
He sleeps in Jesus, wipe the falling tear ; 
He lives in glory, strive to meet him.tiere. 
Qur youth to guide, Lord, soon Elisha call! 
And may Elijah’s mantle on him fall! 
FILIUS. 


, 








ALAS! MY JANE! 
« He was delighted with the work of his own 
hands ; he saw it beautiful. He made it good, 
and took it to himself.”’ 


I HAD a caughter sweetly fair 
With hazle eye and auburn hair ; 
A dunple too in either cheek, 
And cherry lips; she could not speak 
She was so young ; yet she could look 
Her meaning just as if she’d spoke. 
Oft in her eyes I us’d to gaze, 
Delighted with her infant ways, 
And play’d, and Jook’d, and play’d again; 
So watchful never to give pain, 
‘That she was pleas’d and seldom cry’d, 
Except when something was deny’d, 


Which st-rner duty order’d so, 
And this, forsooth, would c mse her woe; 
But then it went so soo away, 
hat we did littie else but play : 
She just coaldrun ; I think I see 
Her infant for.n approaching me, 
A banch o: flowers in either hand, 
Like Jitule syiph from fairy land : 
She rooted was within my heart, 
So that J thought I could not part 
Fiem little Jane, I lov’ her so; 
But yeta journey | must go, . 
Aad leave my little child b-hind " 
To nurse’s care ; it giiev’d my mind, | 
Yor | had fears, foreboding fears, 
Which fore’d away the silver tears, 
And made me tremble: yes, and sigh, 
Vhough 1 could give no reason why. 
Oh! ye, who know a parent’s cares, 
Vhose every wish some darling shares, 
Though absent long, and far away, 
You cling to that auspicious day 
When you again shail eager kiss 


——————— 


The sweet controller of your bliss. i| 
And so did 1; the day was come, i 
And I had fondly journey’d home: 
Alas,my Jane! she was not dead, 
She stijl cou)! lift her sickly head; 
And stiil could smile ; and still would try 
To run, because papa was nigh; 
And when she could not, seem’d to say, 
Pipa be cheerful ; perhaps I may ; 
Then turny and give me suchalook, 
As all the parent in me shook ; , 
I saw the struggles ia her heart; 
For well she knew that we must part. 
** * * © © Ke KK HR EE 
** x * * © © © © KH HR 
My little infant now is gone ; 
And why should i her loss bemoan ? 
Through glass of faith | plainly see 
That she is happier far than me. 
Her golden harp she tunes so sweet, 
When s‘tting at her Saviour’s feet, 
That I could like to go and hear 
lsometinmes think ; and shed a tear) 
(No tear of sorrow but of joy) 
‘The hymns that now my child employ: 
Far from the wars which roar so neat 
She’s landed safe and free from fear : 
Noruffian rude shall ever stain 
The innocence of little Jane ; 
Angels do sit and listen round, 
I make no doubt, on heavenly ground ; 
And every voice in chorus raise 
To sing the lov’d Redeemer’s praise. 
oa 
AN ODE. 
The sentiment f om the divine Herbert. 
SWEET day, so cvol so calm so bright, 
Bridal of earth and sky, 
The dew shall weep thy fall to night; 
For thou, alas! must die. 
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Sweet rose, in air whose odours wave, 


AN EPITAP!IILIN OLNEY CilURCH YARD. 
And colour charms the eye, 


Thy root is ever in its grave, BLAME not the monumental stone we raise, 
And thou, alas ! mist die. *Tis to the Saviour’s, not the sinner’s praise: 

Sweet spring. of days and roses made, Sin was the whole that she could call her own, 
Whose charms for beauty vie, Her good was all deriv’d from him alone ; 

Thy days depart, thy roses fade, To sin, her conflicts, pains, and gricts she 
Thou too, alas! must die. ow’d, , 

Be wise then, Christian, while you may, Her congu’ring faith, and patience He be- 


" . . . , 
For swiitly time is flying; stow'a, ; ti. ¥ 
; eadier. mee “s »btain like precious 
The thoughtiess man, that Jaughs tedvy, Reader, may st thou obtain like hag e 6° faith?! 
¥ ; ‘Fo simile i suish ‘ejuke in death. 
Comorrow will bs dying. smile da anguish, and rejoKe in eat 


Bp. HORN E. 








TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Communications from -dsafih, and Phi Beta are unavoidably omit- 
ted, but shall have a place in the next number. 

X has our thanks for his serious reflections. 

The paraphrase of bishcp Horne is interesting, and will appear ina 
future number. 

The concise and useful criticism of Lusebius on Diamoon and Dai- 
monian is approved, and shall have an early insertion. 

We hope that Constans, Patmos, and PAilo will continue to favour us 
with their communications. 

Wethank Z for his judicisus observations on Mysteries, and R 
for his illustration of Isaiah Ixviii. 9. 
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